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7" BEN STILLER _ EDDIE MURPHY

i) -

Tower Heist

Josh Kovacs (Ben Stiller) man-
ages one of the most luxurious
residences in New York City. In
the posh rooftop unit of Josh’s
building, Wall Street giant
Arthur Shaw (Alan Alda) is
under house arrest after being
caught stealing two billion
from his investors. The hardest
hit? The tower staffers whose
pensions he was in charge of
managing. Josh’s crew turns

to petty crook Slide (Eddie
Murphy) to plan the nearly
impossible: steal what they

are sure is hidden in Arthur’s
guarded condo.

Puss in Boots

Puss In Boots tells the hilarious
and courageous tale of Puss’s
(Antonio Banderas) early
adventures as he teams with
mastermind Humpty Dumpty
(Zach Galifianakis) and the
street-savvy Kitty (Salma
Hayek) to steal the famed
Goose that lays the Golden
Eggs. The film is based on

the character of Puss in Boots
from Shrek and his adventures
before his first appearance in
2004’s Shrek 2. The prequel fol-
lows the swashbuckling cat as
he meets Shrek and his friends,

as well as some new characters.

The Change Up

Two close but very dissimilar
friends swap bodies after a
wild night of drinking. Dave
(Jason Bateman) and Mitch
(Ryan Reynolds) grew up
together but their lives have
taken drastically different di-
rections over the years. Dave is
a successful lawyer and father,
while Mitch is a swinging
single. One night, after having
a few too many, Mitch and
Dave voice their mutual admi-
ration for one another, never
once suspecting they might be
about to find out how the other
one lives.

EALEY AT
THE FALY 2
AL

Johnny English Reborn

Rowan Atkinson returns to the
role of kooky secret agent in this
comedy spy-thriller. In his latest
adventure, this unlikely intel-
ligence officer in Her Majesty’s
Secret Service must stop a group
of international assassins before
they cause global chaos. When
his agency superiors learn of

an attempt against the Chinese
premier’s life, they must hunt
down the highly unorthodox
agent. Johnny must employ

the latest in hi-tech gadgets to
unravel a web of conspiracy that
runs throughout the KGB, CIA
and even MI7.

OPENING DAES ++rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrreres

CINEMAS

G: Galaxy

www.galaxycine.vn

The Change Up

M: Megastar
www.megastarmedia.net

Tower Heist (November 11)
Puss in Boots (November 25)

T: Thang Long

www.giaitrithanglong.com/cinema
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Johnny English Reborn

The information on this page was
correct at the time of printing. Check
cinema websites for screenings.



ookshelf

Wildwood

Colin Meloy
Balzer & Bray

A fantastical tale set in Portland, Oregon, Wildwood is the
literary debut of Colin Meloy, lead singer of indie-rock band The
Decemberists. The first of The Wildwood Chronicles, the book
follows the adventures of Prue McKeel, a precocious 12-year-
old vegetarian, who sets out to rescue her kidnapped brother
from the Impassable Wilderness. Known for his quirky lyrics,
Meloy churns out musical prose with a hint of Roald Dahl

and C.S. Lewis. Imaginative illustrations by his wife, Carson
Ellis, add to the whimsical tenor. This is children’s literature for
hipster tweens, although adults will be equally charmed by
Wildwood'’s cleverness.

The Marriage Plot
Jeffrey Eugenides

Farrar, Straus & Giroux

From the author of The Virgin Suicides and Middlesex comes
another intriguing work of fiction. Whereas Jeffrey Eugenides
covered darker ground in his previous two works—mass
suicide and hermaphroditism—his third novel is set among
Brown University students in the early 1980s. At its centre,
The Marriage Plot is an archetypal love triangle narrative, and
Eugenides demonstrates his talent for character construction
with three distinct, complex personages. Through the eyes
of English major Madeleine, the novel also navigates the aca-
demic rift between Victorian literature and post-modernism,
seemingly Eugenides’ own salute to classicism in a contempo-
rary context.

Is That A Fish in
Your Ear?: Transla-
tion and the Mean-
iNg of BEverything

David Bellos
Particular Books

As the world becomes increasingly globalised—bringing
together people who previously had little opportunity for
contact—translation becomes more vital than ever. In Is That
A Fish in Your Ear?, David Bellos examines the oft-overlooked
art of translation and the ramifications it has today. Packed
with historical morsels and meaty concepts, the book will
change the way readers consider language and the myriad
choices that go into ascribing meaning. For anyone who
wants to learn about how Google Translate works, or debunk
myths such as the one that claims Eskimos have 100 words
for snow, Bellos’ work will prove an illuminating read.

Jagger: Rebel,
Rock Star, Rambler,

Rogue
Marc Spitz

Gotham Books

Mick’s making a comeback. Not only is the Rolling Stones
frontman referenced in the current Maroon 5 chart-topper
'Moves Like Jagger', he's also the focus of music journal-

ist Marc Spitz’s latest biography. For those who are caught
between Mick and Keith for their Stone of choice, 'Jagger' is
a plug for the former. Spitz—who has also chronicled David
Bowie and Green Day — provides an engrossing, in-depth
look at the musician’s life, surveying his background, legend-
ary performances and glitzy relationships, with quotes from
Patti Smith, Bianca Jagger, Sid Vicious and other notables. Cel-
ebrating the spirit of rock n’ roll, ‘Jagger' gives an invigorating
perspective on an icon.
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LAURA MARLING
A Creature | Don’t
Know

Laura Marling is neither Ameri-
can nor in her thirties, but
you’d be forgiven for assuming
she is. Despite her flat accent
and mature sound, Marling is
British and 21 years old. With
her two prior albums, she has
been classified as part of a Brit-
ish neo-folk music movement,
a label she’s been anxious

to shed. Like a modern-day
Joni Mitchell, Marling creates
delicate, poetic numbers, but
with A Creature I Don’t Know,
she sets out to show off a

range of other influences and
capabilities that extend beyond
folk—baring her teeth on the
rollicking 'Beast’, turning husky
and contemplative on 'Night
After Night' and doing a bit of
a vocal jig on 'All My Rage'.
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CLAP YOUR
HANDS SAY YEAH
Hysterical

Though initially wary about
Clap Your Hands Say Yeah—
lead singer Alec Ounsworth’s
warble can be polarising—I
became a fan after seeing the
band perform years ago. The
2005 self-titled, self-released
first album was a hit by indie
standards, although the group’s
second album met a harsh
reception. On their third album,
Hysterical, there’s some sense of
redemption. Ounsworth dem-
onstrates more control over his
voice, and melodies are dynamic
and varied in mood. Once again,
CYHSY taps into a kind of wild
wistfulness that merits its early
hype—nothing quite matches
debut album single 'The Skin of
My Yellow Country Teeth' but
it's a worthy effort.

GIRLS
Father, Son, Holy
Ghost

The spirit of the sixties is

alive and well in modern pop
music—there have been subtle
references in records by Cat’s
Eyes and Cults, and more
overtly nostalgic takes such

as by Beach Boys-inspired

The Drums. San Francisco
duo Girls (who are in fact
boys) has hopped on the
bandwagon, with an album
that comprises dreamy ballads
(‘My Love is Like a River')
and catchy riffs ('Magic'). The
memorable 'Honey Bunny' is
the album’s leader of the pack,
with a snappy tune paired
with droll lyrics—“They don’t
like my bony body / They
don’t like my dirty hair”—for
a reminder of how fun being
retro can be.

BJORK
Biophilia

From her outlandish ensembles
to her way out music making,
Bjork has always revelled in
her sui generis nature. At age
45, she could easily sit back and
enjoy the fruits of her lengthy
career, but the Icelander contin-
ues to find new ways to inno-
vate and inspire—for example,
using an iPad to record parts

of Biophilia, her eighth studio
album and offering songs as a
series of Apps. With moments
that are stunning, Biophilia is a
compelling addition to Bjork’s
canon and to her fans” music
libraries. She’s become some-
thing of a mystical figure, so
it’s apt that Biophilia contains
'‘Cosmonogy', a moving can-
ticle that evokes an alternate
creationism.
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Official xoneFM Vietnam Top 10
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title

Wish You Were Here
Papi
Lighter

It Will Rain
You Make Me Feel

Jar Of Hearts

Walk

Set Fire To The Rain
It Girl

Marry You

title

Moves Like Jagger
Stereo Hearts

Someone Like You
Foster The People
You Make Me Feel

Without You

You And |

Lighters

In The Dark

Party Rock Anthem

title

We Found Love
Moves Like Jagger

Stereo Hearts

Jar Of Hearts

Sexy And | Know It
Run For Your Life
Wherever You Will Go
Loca People

The A Team

What Makes You
Beautiful

artist

Avril Lavigne
Jennifer Lopez

Bad Meets Evil Feat.
Bruno Mars

Bruno Mars

Cobra Starship Feat.
Sabi

Christina Perri

Foo Fighters

Adele

Jason Derulo

Bruno Mars

Maroon 5 feat. Chris-
tina Aguilera

Gym Class Hero/Adam
Levine

Adele

Pumped Up Kicks
Cobra Starship Feat.
Usher

Lady Gaga

Bad Meets Evil Feat.
Bruno Mars

Dev

LMFAO

Rihanna

Maroon 5 feat Chris-
tina Aguilera

Gym Class Hero/Adam
Levine

Christina Perri
LMFAO

Matt Cardle
Chatlene Soraia

Sak Noel

Ed Sheeran

One Direction

The Wire
By Michael Tatarski

There have been so many
American police shows
through the years that the
genre has become a cliché.
However, there is one that
stands way out from the
pack: The Wire, in my humble
opinion the greatest television
show ever made. Set in Bal-
timore, Maryland and created
by David Simon, the brains
behind two other critically-ac-
claimed HBO series, Genera-
tion Kill and Treme, The Wire
aired from 2002 to 2008. The
show is known for its sharp,
slang-heavy writing, and gritty
realism. Interestingly, actual
gangsters have watched the
show in order to learn new
tactics to avoid police wiretaps
and surveillance.

While the cat-and-mouse
game between Baltimore’s
best homicide and narcotics
detectives on one side, and
the vicious Barksdale gang on
the other, runs throughout the
series, each of the five seasons
focuses on a different aspect of
the city, and American society
in general. In order the subjects
are: the illegal narcotics trade,
the port system and unions,
city hall and municipal politics,
public schools and, finally, print
media. Every topic is handled
brilliantly, even the ones that
may, on paper, sound rather
boring. Season four is the
most powerful of the bunch,
largely thanks to the student
characters played by a handful

of no-name young actors.

Characters, in fact, are the
reason The Wire maintains its
excellence throughout its run.
The cast is huge, and people
come and go as the show’s
focus shifts from topic to topic,
but all are brought to life mem-
orably. Standouts in the fantas-
tic cast include Dominic West
as homicide detective Jimmy
McNulty, the boozing, whoring
cop who is important to every
season; |dris Elba as Stringer
Bell, the cerebral gangster
who attends management
classes when he isn’t directing
drug shipments; and Michael
K. Williams as Omar Little, a
shotgun-toting thug that steals
from gangs and lives by one
rule: don’t harm anyone not in
‘the game’, his euphemism for
the drug trade.

Bizarrely, The Wire never
won a single Emmy award, but
it was always a critical darling,
and it has a large cult follow-
ing in the US Several major
universities, including Harvard,
have even offered classes on
the show, allowing students
to discuss the social themes
dissected so skillfully in nearly
every episode. Although there
is a fair amount of humor writ-
ten into the show, the vulgar
and violent nature of The Wire
means it won’t be everyone’s
cup of tea, but it offers an
intensely rewarding experience
for anyone that can handle the
realism. FEl
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Oh the Irony

hipsterpuppies.tumblr.com

Like looking at pictures of cute puppies? Of course. Like making fun of
hipsters? Hell yes! Well your two worlds will collide at this irreverent blog. Es-
sentially the site is a place for people to post photos of their pet dog wearing
hipster-ish accessories such as scarves and thick-rimmed glasses, and a cap-
tion poking fun at this much-maligned subculture. Gems include, “Dude, you
haven't really chased your tail until you’ve done it on a fixed gear bicycle,” and,
“Max refuses to eat at that restaurant because he doesn't like their font.” The
site has also spawned a book and a recent hipster puppy fashion parade.

A Wee Dram

3drunkencelts.com

The lads behind Three Drunken Celts are devoted to the appreciation, discus-
sion, and of course consumption of all things whiskey. Rich with reviews and
tasting notes, there is a helpful category menu where you can hop to the
whiskey region of your choice. With the motto, “Never forget the funny” the
boys also post entertaining and informative accounts of their various adven-
tures at different tasting events. Several downloads are available, including their
whiskey tasting primer so you can brush up your whiskey appreciation skills,

or even branded desktop images for your mobile phone so you know who is
responsible when you are calling for that taxi home.

Made You Look

sagmeister.com

The homepage for the studio of Austrian designer Stefan Sagmeister is a
live-feed from camera mounted in the ceiling of the New York apartment from
which his team of three works. Mouse over the buttons painted on the floor of
the tiny space and you can view previous work, press clippings, buy “thinks
that we believe you might want to pay for”, or a Q&A with the man himself.
Amongst other projects, he has designed album covers for Lou Reed and the
Rolling Stones, and once created a poster for the American Institute of Graphic
Arts by carving the text into his torso and photographing the results. Cutting
edge, indeed.
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THE TWO OF US

Mirasol Aguila and Henrik Larsson were brought together through a passion for music—and a chance encounter
in Pham Ngu Lao. They share their story with Madeleine Adamson. Photo by Fred Wissink.

Henrik Larsson

I first came to Vietnam in
Autumn 2004. My brother had
been working on and off in
Sweden and Vietnam for a few
years with medical research.
His wife is Viethamese and
they had a child in 2004, got
married, moved to Hanoi and
invited me.

At that point, I wasn't doing
much back home, so I decided
to go to Hanoi. I lived there for
over three years, teaching Eng-
lish, then went back to Sweden
to study. Late 2008, I got tired
of Sweden—it got too cold. I
talked to an old friend who
lived in HCM City. She urged
me to come here. So I did.

Elay and I met around
Christmas, 2009. I had gone
out to see my friend Randy
play. When he finished his set, I
went with Randy and his band
to Do Quang Dau for some

night food. Elay’s band had
also just finished their set at
Seventeen Saloon.

She was really beautiful. She
told me she was a singer, and
I mentioned I wrote and pro-
duced music, so we exchanged
numbers. I wanted to call her,
but needed a good reason.
Then it turned out I actually did
need a singer for a song I was
producing. She came over, we
recorded it and started hanging
out—and eventually dating.

At the moment, I am starting
the design program at RMIT
and working on some music
projects, as well as music for
games and commercials. I set
up a website, www.squirenetic.
com, to show and share my
music—some of it featuring
Mirasol—and other projects,
like an iPhone game for chil-
dren I made earlier this year.

Mirasol (Elay) Aguila

I am originally from the Philip-
pines, but came to Ho Chi
Minh City two years ago. A
friend of mine here needed a
singer and I was free. I started
singing at Seventeen Saloon.
Henrik and I met in Pham Ngu
Lao after I had finished work
one night. He was with his
Filipino friend, Randy, who
knew my band and introduced
Henrik to me.

I left Vietnam for a year to
go to Sanya, China, for work. I
just returned this past August.
Henrik and I had stayed to-
gether while I was away.

At the moment, I have some
music gigs and am going to
start singing at the Park Royal
Hotel next month. I also teach
vocal lessons. Henrik and I are
very interested in music, which
is a big part of what brought
us together. The fact that we

love to create has also played

a big part in our relationship.
I'love singing, and I also love
art. I draw and paint in my free
time. Henrik and I write and
record songs together. We set
up my website, www.miraso-
laguila.com, which shows my
art, music and videos.

I have visited Sweden,
where Henrik is from. I met
his parents, his sisters, his rela-
tives. I really enjoyed it. They
treated me so well there.

We are not sure how long we
will stay in Vietnam. Henrik
will study here for three years.
I would like to continue my
studies, too—maybe part-time
while I keep singing at night. I
might choose Business Admin-
istration or Computer Science.

I feel at home in Vietnam.

I think I'd like to stay here a
long time.
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In her pursuit of public hilarity Tabitha Carvan
goes from the mundane to the ridiculous, with

surprising results. I

I have written before in these
pages about the comedic styl-
ings of the Vietnamese, and
their favourite subject (me).
Vietnamese people seem to find
me quite hilarious when I do
pretty much anything (say, for
example, some crazy activity
like buying bananas from the
market! ROFL!), but sometimes
I find myself in a position
where even I am prepared to
admit that I must look totally
ludicrous.

For example, while cycling
through the city the other after-
noon I decided that I absolutely
had to have a helium-filled
balloon shaped like a zebra
with multi-coloured stripes. As
I tethered that disco zebra to
my handlebars, I looked right
into his eyes and said, “Wait till
they get a load of you.”

A foreigner, on a bicycle,
with a balloon! Surely that’s
worth pointing and laughing
at, right? God knows, if I took
that zebra on a spin through
the streets of Sydney we’d get a
few laughs.

But did I get so much as
a double take? No. As far
as everyone around me was
concerned, this long-nosed,
zebra-toting cyclist was the
most normal thing in the world,
warranting no special atten-
tion whatsoever. I felt strangely
miffed. “Laugh at me!!” I
wanted to scream. “Why won't
you laugh at me NOW?!!”

Then I realised that for the
two years I've been living in
Vietnam I've failed to fully
exploit this country’s Embar-
rassment Exclusion Zone.

I've dwelled so much on why
it’s apparently so ridiculously
hilarious when I try to carry
out an everyday task like buy-
ing bananas, that I've neglected
to take advantage of the reverse
phenomenon: the ridiculous
will actually go unnoticed.

Why on earth aren’t I wear-
ing my pyjamas in the street?
Why aren’t I hanging out
with the old ladies in the park
performing provocative pelvic
exercises and slapping myself
in the face right now? This is

the one time in my life when

I can grind my groin into the
side of a park bench and not be
arrested for indecent behaviour,
so why am I still here writing
this column?

If you're a man, you should
go, right now, and buy your-
self a bright pink motorbike
helmet decorated with cartoon
unicorns and the words ‘sweet
dreamtime for my special
pony’, because this is perfectly
acceptable headwear for a man
in Vietnam. You can finally
express your inner special pony
without fear of mockery. This is
your time.

If you're a lady, you should
also head to the shops. When
you're there, buy yourself a
completely sheer, 100 percent
see-through blouse. You won't
have any trouble finding one.
And then wear a black bra
underneath it, and nothing
else. Oh, except for tiny little
denim shorts. No-one will bat
an eyelid. You could re-enact
scenes from Pretty Woman with
wild abandon and even then

no-one would ask you for your
hourly rate.

Don’t lift up your transpar-
ent blouse to expose your belly
though. That’s just for men,
silly.

And we should all be singing
in public. Loudly. All the time.
In taxis, while queuing at the
supermarket, in the office, and
especially in a café where the
waitresses are all singing too.
Go on, harmonise with them!

I tested out the Vietnamese
indifference to public singing
after the zebra incident. I cycled
down the street while singing
“Rock Lobster” by The B-52’s at
the top of my lungs. Nothing.
Not a single reaction. Not even
when I did the bit about the
catfish.

After this you should be
fitting right into Vietnam.
Locals will praise you for your
assimilation and you’ll never be
laughed at again. Until you try
to buy bananas.

To read more from Tabitha visit
thecitythatneversleepsin.com. ¥

AsiaLIFE HCMC 97



1) Which trawler did the French
sink in Auckland in 19857

2) Name the Scot who invented
a rainproof fabric, which is still
used for raincoats.

3) The Crimea is part of which
modern-day country?

4) Which film included the song
“Raindrops Keep Fallin' on
My Head”?

5) Which actor starred in
both The Invisible Man and
Casablanca?

Sun

6) What was sold at Christie’s
in London in March 1987 for
US$39,921,750?

7) Which Australian state is
commonly called the Sunshine
State?

8) What was the name of the
Egyptian sun god?

9) In Greek mythology, who flew
too close to the sun?

10) Who did Sun Records sign in
19547

Silly Billy

11) The role of which teenage
ballet dancer was played
in a 2000 film by the actor
Jamie Bell?

12) Which comedian started
his career as a welder for
the Glasgow shipyards, but
gave it up to become a folk
singer?

13) Who had a top ten hit in
1992 with the song “Achy,
Breaky Heart”?

14) Who was born William
Jefferson Blythe 1117

15) Who was the first Norman
King of England?

Iron

16) In medicine, a lack of iron
in the diet may cause which
blood related illness?

17) What name is given to the
iron gate doorway on a castle
that was lifted vertically to
allow entry?

18) Released in 1991, “Take Your
Daughter To The Slaughter”
was the only UK No. 1 for
which band?

19) Which actor played two roles
in the 1998 version of The
Man In The Iron Mask?

20) What name is given to the
industrial process where
iron is electrically coated
with zinc to prevent it from
rusting?
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21) What is the chemical symbol
for lead?

22) In what game might Mr Black
have been killed with the lead
pipe in the ballroom?

23) Who first used lead pipes to
carry water, often bearing the
insignia of the emperor?

24) Who dropped the “a” in Lead
“to prevent Americans from
pronouncing it leed”?

25) Which legendary alchemical
substance was said to be
capable of turning lead into
gold?
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TET HOLIDAY PACKAGE 2012

USS 235++/ night for Garden View Room
USS 300++/ night for Superior Seaview Room
USS 350++/ night for Deluxe Seaview Room
USS$ 405++/ night for Deluxe Beachfront Room
USS 430++/ night for Ana Mandara Suite

(The rate is in US dollar, subject to 5% service charge and 10% tax)

Tel: +84 58 3 524 705 - Fax: +84 58 3 524 704
Email: reservations-nhatrang@evasonresorts.com

Including:

® | night stay at Evason Ana Mandara
e Daily breakfast buffet
® Refreshing welcome drink & fruit basket
e Round frip shuttle Bus Airport transfers
o Free infernet facilities

Terms & Conditions:

e Stay validity from 22 Jan 2012 to 29 Jan 2012
e Based on twin share and minimum stay 2 nights
e Applicable for Vietnamese and Expatriate
e Whole family will be maximum 2 adults + 2 children
under 12 years old, sharing per room
® The package rate can not be combined with any
bonus night or other offers.

e Please mention “TET holiday” program on each booking
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Flying economy overseas?

Upgrade to the brand new Comfort Class,
upgrade your comfort.

Comfort Class is avaliable in
our B777-300 Aircraft.

turkishairlines.com/comfortclass
+84-8-39-360 360

More than 1 meter of leg-room.

46 inches of leg room, a seat recline of 8.5 inches
and a completely new leg rest system will maximize
your comfort.Give your legs the space they need,
give them comfort.

Personalized entertainment screen.

With the personal 10.6 inch monitors placed directly

in the armrests holding a wide range of games, films and
music, you will have everything you need to pass the time.
USB connection ports on every seat will give your flight
entertainment a personal touch.

Globally awarded cuisine.

Delicious menues from every corner of the world are
waiting for you. Taste the world's best Economy Class
on-board catering, which has been enriched

to fit the Comfort Class.




