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3 Thang 2	  D1
Alexandre de Rhodes	  C4
Ba Huyen Thanh Quan    C1, C2, D2, D3
Ban Co	  D1
Ben Chuong Duong	  E4
Ben Van Don	         E4, E5
Bui Thi Xuan	  D3
Bui Vien	  E3
Cach Mang Thang Tam           C1, D2, D3
Calmette	  E4
Cao Ba Nha	 E3
Cao Thang	                      D1, D2, E2
Chu Manh Trinh	        C4, C5
Co Bac	  E3
Co Giang	  E3
De Tham	  E3
Dien Bien Phu                B4, C3, C2, D1, D2
Dinh Cong Trang	  B3
Dinh Tien Hoang	        B3, B4, C4
Do Quang Dau	  E3
Do Thanh	  D1
Doan Nhu Hai	  E5
Doan Van Bo	           E4, E5
Dong Du	  D5
Dong Khoi	                    C4, D4, D5
Hai Cua	  B5
Huynh Tinh Cua	  B2
Huynh Van Banh	  B1
Khanh Hoi	  E4
Ky Con	                  B3, C3, C4, D5
Hai Trieu	  C5
Ham Nghi	                         D4, C5
Han Thuyen	 C4
Ho Hao Hon	  E3
Ho Huan Nghiep	  D5
Ho Tung Mau	           D4, D5
Ho Xuan Huong	          C3, D2
Hoa Hung	  B1
Hoang Dieu	                     E4, E5
Hung Vuong	  E1
Huyen Tran Cong Chua	  D3
Huynh Man Dat	  B5
Huynh Thuc Khang	  D4
Ky Dong	                       C1, C2
Le Cong Kieu	  D4
Le Duan	                     C4, C5
Le Hong Phong	  D1
Le Lai	                C3, C4, D3
Le Loi	  D4
Le Quoc Hung	          E4, E5
Le Quy Don	 C3
Le Thanh Ton          C4, C5, D3, D4
Le Thi Hong Gam        D4, E3, E4
Le Thi Rieng	 D3
Le Van Phuc	  B3
Le Van Sy	                  C1, C2
Luong Huu Khanh	         D2, E2
Luu Van Lang	  D4
Ly Chinh Thang	         B2, C2
Ly Thai To	  E1
Ly Tu Trong	         C4, C5, D4, D5
Mac Dinh Chi	      B3, C4
Mac Thi Buoi	  D5
Mai Thi Luu	  B4
Mai Van Ngoc	  B1
Me Linh	  B5
Nam Ky Khoi Nghia         B2, C2, C3, D4, E4
Ngo Duc Ke	 D5
Ngo Thoi Nhiem	          C2, D2
Ngo Van Nam	  C5
Nguyen Binh Khiem	     B4, B5, C5
Nguyen Cong Tru	  E4
Nguyen Cu Trinh	           E2, E3
Nguyen Dinh Chieu         B4, C3, C4, D1, D2, D3
Nguyen Dinh Chinh	  B1

Nguyen Du	                    C4, D3, D4
Nguyen Hai Tu	  B4
Nguyen Hue	        D4, D5
Nguyen Huu Canh	  B2
Nguyen Huu Canh	  C5
Nguyen Huu Cau	  B3
Nguyen Khac Nhu	  E3
Nguyen Khoai	  F3
Nguyen Ngoc Phuong	  B5
Nguyen Phi Khanh	  B3
Nguyen Sieu	       C5, D5
Nguyen Son Ha	  D2 
Nguyen Tat Thanh	  E5
Nguyen Thai Binh	          D4, E4
Nguyen Thai Hoc	    D3, E3, E4
Nguyen Thi Dieu	           D2, D3
Nguyen Thien Thuat	      D1, E1, E2
Nguyen Thong	      C1, C2, D2
Nguyen Thuong Hien	  D2
Nguyen Trai	                          D3, E2
Nguyen Trung Ngan	            C5
Nguyen Trung Truc	  D4
Nguyen Truong To	         E4, E5
Nguyen Van Cu	  E2
Nguyen Van Hai	  B3
Nguyen Van Lac	  B5
Nguyen Van Thu	       B4, C3, C4
Nguyen Van Troi	  B1
Pasteur	                   C2, C3, C4, D4
Pham Hong Thai	          D2, D3
Pham Ngoc Thach	  C3
Pham Ngu Lao	     D3, D4, E3
Pham Viet Chanh	  B5
Pham Viet Chanh	  E2
Phan Dinh Phung	  B2
Phan Ke Binh	  B4
Phan Van Han	         B4, B5
Pho Duc Chinh	         D4, E4
Phung Khac Khoan	         C3, C4
Suong Nguyet Anh	         D2, D3
Tan Vinh	  E4
Thach Thi Thanh	  B3
Thai Van Lung	  C5
Thi Sach	  C5
Thu Khoa Huan	  D4
Ton Duc Thang              C5, D4, D5, E4
Ton That Dam	  D4
Ton That Thiep	  D4
Ton That Tung	         D2, D3
Tran Binh Trong	  E1
Tran Canh Chan	  E2
Tran Cao Van	  C4
Tran Dinh Xu	         E2, E3
Tran Hung Dao	    D4, E2, E3
Tran Khac Chan	  B3
Tran Khanh Du	         B2, B3
Tran Minh Quyen	  D1
Tran Minh Quyen	  C1
Tran Nhan Ton	  E1
Tran Nhat Duat	  B3
Tran Phu	  E1
Tran Quang Dieu	         B1, B2
Tran Quang Khai	         B3, B2
Tran Quoc Thao	         C2, C3
Tran Quoc Toan	    B2, B3, B2
Tran Van Dang	         C1, C2
Truong Chinh	  C3
Truong Dinh	                        C2, D3
Tu Xuong	                 C2, C3, D2
Vinh Khanh	                     E4, E5
Vo Thi Sau	              B3, C2, C3
Vo Van Tan	               C3, D2, D3
Vuon Chuoi	 D2
Xo Viet Nghe Tinh	      B4, B5
Yersin	  E4
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boxoffice

Abduction Paranormal Activity 3 What’s Your Number? The Three Musketeers 

Opening Dates

Twilight star Taylor Lautner 
stars in director John Singleton’s 
thriller about a teen who finds 
himself in danger after discover-
ing that the people who raised 
him aren’t his real parents. After 
seeing his childhood photo on 
a website devoted to missing 
children, the teen is forced to 
run with the only person he can 
trust, his neighbour, Karen (Lily 
Collins). FBI agents Frank Bur-
ton (Frank Molina) and Sandra 
Burns (Antonique Smith) also 
race to protect him and uncover 
the truth about his past.

The Paranormal Activity 
series continues with this third 
installment from Paramount 
Pictures. Oren Peli and Jason 
Blum return to produce the 
highly secretive feature, while 
Catfish’s directing duo of 
Henry Joost and Ariel Schul-
man take on the helming du-
ties. In the third film, a couple 
are pursued by an evil spirit in 
their own home. To unveil the 
mystery, they install cameras 
throughout the house to cap-
ture the frightening paranor-
mal activity occurring. 

Ally Darling (Anna Faris) is a 
little lost in life. Her latest ro-
mance has fizzled out and she’s 
just been fired from her job. To 
top it off, she reads a magazine 
article warning that 96 percent 
of women who have been with 
20 or more lovers are likely 
to remain single. Determined 
to prove the article wrong 
and turn her life around, Ally 
embarks on a mission to find 
her perfect match. Her strat-
egy? Get in touch with all her 
numerous ex-boyfriends to see 
what went wrong.

The hot-headed young 
D’Artagnan (Logan Lerman) 
joins forces with three rogue 
Musketeers (Matthew Mac-
Fayden, Luke Evans and Ray 
Stevenson) in this reboot of Alex-
andre Dumas’ celebrated story. 
They must stop the evil Richlieu 
(Christoph Waltz) and face off 
with Buckingham (Orlando 
Bloom) and the treacherous Mi-
lady (Milla Jovovich). The action 
adventure soars in 3-D as the 
three unite to defend the French 
throne and prevent Europe from 
being engulfed in war.

CINEMAS

G: Galaxy 
www.galaxycine.vn

M: Megastar  
www.megastarmedia.net

T: Thang Long  
www.giaitrithanglong.com/cinema

The information on this page was 
correct at the time of printing. Check 
cinema websites for screenings.

Abduction (October 7)   
The Three Musketeers (October 21)

Abduction (October 7)
What's Your Number? (October 14) 

The Three Musketeers (October 21)  
Paranormal Activity 3 (October 28)
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bookshelf

The release of the long-awaited English translation of Haruki 
Murakami’s 1,060-page novel is expected to attract mobs of 
devoted fans to bookshops in a Harry Potter-like release. Set 
in Tokyo in 1984, the story follows a 30-year-old woman who 
starts to notice minute discrepancies around her and realises 
she has entered into a parallel reality. The surreal narrative 
intertwines with the story of Tengo, an aspiring writer who 
secretly decides to rewrite a 17-year-old girl’s submission for a 
literary prize. The title is a play on George Orwell’s 1984—the 
Japanese word for nine is pronounced “Q”—and is Murakami’s 
most ambitious undertaking yet.

What if millions of people disappeared in an instant? That’s 
what Tom Perrotta explores in his sixth novel when an unex-
plained mass disappearance leaves the residents of Mapleton 
in shock. The Rapture-like event took people from all walks of 
life, from Christians and Muslims to alcoholics. Kevin Garvey, 
Mapleton’s mayor, tries to help the community recover from 
the tragedy, but they seem more interested in joining cults and 
movements like The Barefoot People, who believe the best re-
sponse is to party. The book takes a look at how people react 
to loss and look for meaning in tragedy, but with a comic and 
entertaining tone.

In this sequel to her gripping memoir Don’t Let’s Go to the 
Dogs Tonight, Alexandra goes back to Africa and her fascinat-
ing family. This is really the story of Alexandra’s mother Nicola, 
who was born in Scotland and raised in Kenya, and her ex-
ceptional life. The book follows the lives of her parents as they 
try to hold onto their idyllic British Empire dream in the 1960’s 
when Africans were beginning to rise up against white rule, 
forcing the family to move further south. The author interviewed 
her mother extensively and describes the family recollections—
full of death, loss, war, and alcohol—in vivid, thoughtful prose.

It’s no shock that America is in trouble. As the US continues to 
dig itself deeper into its worst financial hole since the 1930’s, 
Thomas L. Friedman, a columnist for The New York Times, and 
Michael Mandelbaum, one of America’s leading foreign policy 
thinkers, offer a list of ways America can revive itself. Instead 
of bogging the book down with too much policy detail, the 
authors give examples of proven methods for success. They 
write that Americans need to start “approaching the world with 
the view that nothing is owed to you, nothing is given, you have 
to make it on your own.”

1Q84
Haruki Murakami
Knopf

That Used to Be Us: 
How America Fell 
Behind in the World 
It Invented and How 
We Can Come Back
Thomas L. Friedman and 
Michael Mandelbaum
Farrar, Straus & Giroux

Cocktail Under the 
Tree of Forgetfulness
Alexandra Fuller
The Penguin Press

The Leftovers
Tom Perrotta
St. Martin’s Press
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album review by Mai Lynn Miller Nguyen

soundfix

Dom
Family of Love

Telephone, the lead track on 
Dom’s second EP 'Family of 
Love,' showcases a snazzy bit 
of musicality—a melody played 
on a telephone keypad. Kooky 
but kinda brilliant. That’s 
the Worcester, Massachusetts 
five-piece for you in a nutshell, 
creating a brand of music that’s 
fun, energetic and extremely 
house-party friendly—especial-
ly the rallying dance number 
'Happy Birthday Party.' This 
is a group with the talent to 
corner some of the catchy indie-
pop market, and these six songs 
are bound to make hipster 
heads bob from Brooklyn to 
Berlin. No track is quite as 
sexy as last year’s debut single 
'Living in America,' but still an 
overall seductive effort.

The Weeknd
Thursday

“Wednesday’s child is full of 
woe, Thursday’s child has far 
to go.” So says the schoolroom 
verse, and going by the self-
released 'Thursday,' it may well 
be true for The Weeknd. Expect 
the Toronto-based revision-
ary R&B outfit to be a musical 
presence to contend with over 
the next few years. If you didn’t 
discover the debut 'House of 
Balloons'—widely touted as 
one of the best albums of 2011 
thus far—here’s another chance 
to get to know The Weeknd. 
Available for free download on 
the-weekend.com, 'Thursday' 
features Abel Tesfaye’s passion-
ate vocals, slinky beats and a 
guest spot from child actor-
turned-rapper Drake, a fellow 
Toronto resident. 

Apparat
The Devil’s Walk

Apparat proves that electronic 
music isn’t all about bangers or 
ambient lounge. The German 
producer Sascha Ring’s fourth al-
bum, 'The Devil’s Walk,' belongs 
to neither category, although 
it’d be closer to the latter if one 
had to choose. Mixed in with 
real instruments, the synthesised 
sounds come off subtle, even on 
the few tracks without hazy vo-
cals, and the record’s overriding 
tone is calming yet stirring, deli-
cate yet lush. 'The Devil’s Walk' 
marks a natural growth from 
Apparat’s solo discography and 
past collaborations with Ellen 
Allien and Modeselektor. With 
this album, he creates an august 
accomplishment, a feather in his 
cap for an already respectable 
career.

St. Vincent
Strange Mercy

With doe’s eyes and curly 
brown locks, Annie Clark—a 
former member of The Poly-
phonic Spree who performs as 
St. Vincent—appears sweet and 
saintly. She sounds something 
along those lines as well, with 
a pretty, dreamy voice. But 
looks can deceive, and Clark 
shows she’s got an edge with 
biting lyrics on 'Strange Mercy,' 
her third record. “I’ve had 
good times with some bad 
guys, I’ve told whole lies with 
a half smile,” she admits on 
'Cheerleader,' rejecting her girl-
next-door mien in a Goldfrapp-
reminiscent track. Her vocal 
range is powerful, from sultry 
and broken in 'Champagne Year' 
to high and feverish in 'Chloe in 
the Afternoon.'
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this	 last	 title	 artist
week	 week

Official xoneFM Vietnam Top 10

1
2

3

4
5
6
7
8
9

10

1
8

2

3
7
5
11
6
New

13

You And I
Jet Lag

Moves Like Jagger

Best Thing I Never Had
Marry You
Say Hello To Goodbye
Smile
Last Friday Night
Fly

Pumped Up Kicks

Lady Gaga
Natasha Bedingfield 
feat. Simple Plan
Maroon 5 feat. Chris-
tina Aguilera
Beyonce
Bruno Mars
Shontelle
Avril Lavine
Katy Perry
Rihanna feat. Nicki 
Minaj
Foster The People

this	 last	 title	 artist
week	 week

US Top 10

1

2

3
4
5
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9
10

4

3

1
2
5
6
7
11

8
12

Moves Like Jagger

Lighters

I wanna Go
Last Friday Night
Super Bass
Party Rock Anthem
Pumped Up Kicks
Stereo Of Hearts

Give Me Everything
Cheers (Drink To That)

Maroon 5 feat. Chris-
tina Aguilera
Bad Meets Evil feat. 
Bruno Mars
Britney Spears
Katy Perry
Nicki Minaj
LMFAO
Foster The People
Gym Class Heroes 
feat. Adam Levine
Pitbull feat. Ne-Yo
Rihanna

One Direction

Maroon 5 feat Chris-
tina Aguilera
Pixie Lott
Olly Murs feat. Rizzle 
Kicks
Saturdays
Example
Calvin Harris
Christina Perri
Will Young
Leona Lewis feat. 
Avicci

this	 last	 title	 artist
week	 week

UK Top 10

1

2

3
4

5
6
7
8
9

10

New

2

1
6

3
5
7
8
12
4

What Makes You 
Beautiful
Moves Like Jagger

All About Tonight
Heart Skips A Beat

All Fired Up
Stay Awake
Feel So Close
Jar Of Hearts
Jealousy
Collide

xoneFM top ten endorsed

Boris Vian
By Lucie Goret
French writer and creative 
mastermind, Boris Vian, liked 
to shoot the breeze at Café de 
Flore during the 1950s with the 
likes of Raymond Queneau, 
Simone de Beauvoir and Jean-
Paul Sartre. Located at 172 
Boulevard Saint-Germain-des-
Prés, Café de Flore has been a 
hangout for intellectuals, artists 
and great thinkers since its 
inception at the beginning of the 
Third Republic. 

Like many artistic geniuses 
before him, Vian was not very 
popular during his heyday. He 
was condemned for his novel, 
J’irai cracher sur vos tombes 
(translated into English under 
the name “I Shall spit on your 
Graves”), published under his 
pseudonym Vernon Sullivane. 
Today, however, Boris Vian is 
one the most renowned French 
writers. His novels can be de-
scribed as surreal, thanks to his 
made-up vocabulary and clever 
wordplay.

Vian’s most celebrated novel, 
L’écume des jours (“Froth on 
the Daydream”), was the first 
book of his I read. I was 16. It 
was a revelation for me. Vian 
transported me into his strange 
world where reality was con-
stantly changing: corners would 
round with the sound of jazz; 
sickness would turn into a wa-
ter lily. I was captivated by this 
new realm in which words had 

a life of their own and became 
the heroes of the story. 

After I finished my first Vian 
tome, I was thirsty for more. 
I began seeking out his other 
works. I turned to L’Arrache-
coeur (“Heartsnatcher”). The 
novel was as captivating as 
L’écume des jours—right down 
to Vian’s powerful description 
of horror. 

From my point of view, Vian’s 
work can be separated into 
two styles. The first is more 
imaginative and can be used to 
describe L’écume des jours and 
L’Arrache-coeur. In these novels, 
Vian’s mastery of language 
transports us to a fantasy world. 

The second style, while more 
anchored in reality, maintains the 
same remarkable power. The 
writer plays with words to give 
them a deeper, more pen-
etrating meaning. We have no 
choice but to simply stand back 
and admire the performance. 
The second style is employed 
in J’irai cracher sur vos tombes 
and Les morts ont tous la 
même peau. 

The performance quality that 
is evident in the late writer’s 
work comes as no surprise. 
He was also a singer, musi-
cian, translator, critic and actor. 
Without a doubt, Boris Vian was 
a man of many talents and his 
work will continue to captivate 
readers for years to come. 
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radar

Motivate, this!
despair.com
Aptly called Despair.com, here you'll find the antithesis to the motivational 
poster. Inspirational photography is taken and captioned with negative, cynical 
slogans to make a series of hilarious anti-motivational posters. A few of our 
favourites: Synergy—a code word lazy people use when they want you to 
do all the work; Winners—because nothing says “you're a loser” more than 
owning a motivational poster about being a winner; Losing—if at first you don't 
succeed, failure may be your style. All the designs can be printed on a variety 
of merchandise and can be ordered online. There's even a pessimist's mug up 
for sale. On the side it reads, “This glass is now half-empty.”

For the Love of Trash
fafarazzi.com 
Can't get enough trash TV? Need to know what the Kardashians are up to? 
Look no further than Fafarazzi.com. It's a one-stop source of information on 
anything and everything pop culture-related. They break celebrity news as it 
happens, post photographs and upload videos. Best of all, Fafarazzi.com of-
fers games. Select a fantasy celebrity league and compete against your friends. 
All you need to do is pick a bunch of your fave stars. Every time they make the 
news, they score points and so do you. Or you can take part in the Fafarazzi 
Duel. It's easy—just take a side. When AsiaLIFE visited, we were asked to pick 
which of Tiger Woods' 'tramps' was the hottest. Classy.

A Farking Good Read
fark.com
On Fark.com you'll find a compilation of the most offbeat and ridiculous 'news' 
stories, sourced from all over the world. Updated throughout the day, the site 
provides links to a host of wacky articles, but like they state clearly on the ban-
ner of the homepage, “We don't make news, we mock it”. Each link is given a 
'Fark' headline—essentially taking the piss. Then, members of the site are able 
to comment. The content ranges from kangaroos goaded into fighting clowns 
and naked air traffic controllers to cross-dressing sensitivity training for police-
men. One tag line says it all: fail. Like the young man in Detroit who recently 
tried to brake his car...using his feet. The 'Fark' headline? WILMA!
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THE TWO OF US

SuzanneErik

Suzanne and Erik Vian chat with Madeleine Adamson about moving to Vietnam, the Saigon Yoga story, 
and why life in HCM City is still so appealing—even after nine years. Photo by Fred Wissink. 

Erik and I spent our first 
years in California, then 
moved across the globe 
to Saigon, ran a business 
together, had two sons. 
We’ve shared lots of history 
together.

We are best friends and are 
very lucky in that respect. I 
wanted a partner who was 
into getting out and explor-
ing. I didn’t want to end up 
a soccer mom in California. 
After a discussion about 
our life’s aspirations, I told 
Erik I wanted to move to 
Vietnam and start a busi-
ness. I thought it would be in 
distribution or something like 
that. My background was in 
cosmetology. 

Opening Saigon Yoga 
studio in Vietnam was an 
awesome accident. After the 
birth of our first son, Erik left 
banking to help me for a year 
and a half to spend time with 
our first baby boy. We met 
amazing people thanks to 

Saigon Yoga, many of whom 
are still close friends. I’ve 
been a yogini for a long time 
and I love sharing it. Now I 
teach out of our home and 
various venues and I love 
that, too. 

A huge perk for our kids 
living here is that our six year 
old speaks two languages 
(English and Vietnamese), 
while the youngest speaks 
three languages (English, 
Vietnamese and French). Be-
ing exposed to the different 
people and cultures gives 
them healthy perspective.

As for returning to the US, 
at the moment it just doesn’t 
feel like the right time. 
Vietnam is home for us now. 
I love Southern California. I 
love the ocean, lifestyle and 
culture. I was born and raised 
there, so I get homesick for 
family and close friends 
sometimes, but we have no 
plans of leaving Saigon any 
time soon. 

I was born in Vietnam and 
lived there until the age of four, 
then moved to California in 
1975 before the end of the war, 
as my Father worked with the 
US Government. I met Suzanne 
through mutual friends in 
Orange County in 1998. 

On vacation in Saigon in 
2001, my uncle suggested I give 
my CV to a headhunter. About 
eight months later, we moved 
to Saigon for my posting as 
Manager of Personal Financial 
Services at HSBC. 

In the beginning, Suzanne 
was teaching English and prac-
ticing yoga at our home studio. 
Friends asked her to teach them 
yoga. Word spread and a few 
years later, we had a full-blown 
yoga studio. Lots of interesting 
people practiced there includ-
ing the Australian Consul 
General and his family, CEOs 
of multinationals, teachers and 
backpackers. The studio has 
since closed but Suzanne still is 
Saigon Yoga. Her love and en-

ergy is what started the whole 
thing. She does what she loves 
and that makes me happy.

I majored in criminology, but 
during college fell accidently 
into a successful career in 
banking, which I didn’t know 
at the time would lead me to 
Vietnam.

I left banking years ago to 
work in business development 
for an architecture and interior 
design firm before joining a 
Belgian engineering and archi-
tectural firm that specialises 
in designing hospitals and 
engineering buildings. 

I am glad I made the move 
to Vietnam. After almost 10 
years here it still feels like an 
adventure. When I walk down 
Dong Khoi with Suzanne and 
our two sons, I often think 
about my father and mother 
and what their life must have 
been like before they moved to 
the US. The only difference is 
that my parents had four kids 
and lived during a war!
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When I arrived in Vietnam, filled 
with notions of my imminent 
cultural assimilation and fluency 
in the native tongue, I looked 
at most expats who had been 
here for a while with outright 
disdain. Why had they moved 
to Vietnam, I wondered, to so-
cialise only with other foreigners 
and eat pizza? 

I am now that expat. I’m 
probably eating pizza right now. 
And it tastes like mozzarella and 
self-loathing. 

While I have all kinds of 
excellent, convincing excuses 
for why I’ve become the exact 
stereotype that I so scorned, if 
I could have my time again, I’d 
do it differently. For example, 
rather than just learning the 
Vietnamese expression for “I 
am studying Vietnamese”, I 
would actually, you know, study 
Vietnamese.

It’s not that I think my life 
here is in any way deficient. It’s 
more that when I meet newly-
arrived expats now, I can’t stand 
being on the other end of those 
disdainful looks. “You’re look-
ing at your future, Sonny Jim,” 
I say. And then I take a swig of 
whiskey to hide the pain.

I have noticed another kind 
of expat regret too. It’s the one 

where the expat leaves Vietnam 
and then posts Facebook status 
updates from their home coun-
try like, “Wish I was drinking a 
ca phe sua da right now!!!” or 
“Missing my motorbike ride to 
work!!! :(” Exclamation marks 
are compulsory; sad face emoti-
cons are optional.  

That’s odd, I think to myself. 
I seem to recall that very same 
expat, when they were still in 
Vietnam, whinging about how 
they couldn’t get a decent coffee 
in this country, and how their 
motorbike commute was a daily 
near-death experience. 

And so like the circle of life, 
and the turning seasons, and 
karma, and the cosmos, and that 
Justin Timberlake song “What 
Goes Around Comes Around”, 
I, the disdained, get to disdain 
again. Read my contemptuous 
lips: I will not become one of 
those rose-coloured regretters 
who use too many exclamation 
marks!!!

I’m not going to achieve this 
by being down on Vietnam. This 
column might make me sound 
mean spirited, but I’m not that 
mean spirited.

Instead, I decided to email 
everyone I know who had left 
the country and ask them, from 

the perspective afforded by 
being back in their homeland, 
what they now missed about 
Vietnam. I figured this was a 
way of averting the you-don’t-
know-what-you’ve-got-til-it’s-
gone syndrome and ensuring I 
appreciate the best things about 
Vietnam, while I’m actually still 
here. 

The results are now in from 
my extremely scientific poll. 
And the number one most 
missed thing about Vietnam is 
the energy: the non-stop action, 
the excitement, the busy streets.  

My first response to this was 
“Pffffft! Won’t catch me miss-
ing what you’ve charmingly 
described as energy but which 
we all know means a chaotic, 
frazzling free-for-all.” Because I 
guess I am quite mean spirited. 

But this is exactly the point. In 
a case of the grass always being 
greener, when you’re in Vietnam 
you pine for footpaths you can 
actually walk on, an empty park 
to run through, and just some 
peace and quiet godammit. 
When you return home and get 
free access to all those things, it’s 
actually quite boring. The bustle 
of Vietnam, the unpredictability, 
the chaos, it all provides con-
stant stimulation and invigora-

tion. And you’ll miss it when 
it’s gone.

So now when I’m stuck 
in traffic, wedged between a 
bicycle vendor selling banh ran 
and a motorbike laden with road 
tripping chickens, the sun’s blaz-
ing down, and I just want to get 
home, I try to think to myself, 
at least it’s not boring. It might 
be frazzling, but at least it’s daz-
zling. That’s my new motto.

And the other responses to 
my survey? What else should 
I be better appreciating? Well, 
the spontaneity of social life, 
the lack of responsibilities and 
societal expectations, and the 
bountiful free time; the afford-
ability of going out, the luxury 
of a housekeeper and the cheap 
travel opportunities; the storms, 
the fruit, the geckos, the colour, 
the flowers, the street food, the 
markets, and the tra da. 

When you look at it, you 
actually experience most items 
on this list in just your average, 
run-of-the-mill day here. This 
can mean only one thing: you 
should appreciate every single 
day in this country while you 
still can.

To read more from Tabitha visit 
thecitythatneversleepsin.com 

Tabitha Carvan urges expats to better 
appreciate their frazzling yet dazzling existence 
in Vietnam—while they still can.

Keeping
 Tabs
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pub quizpub quiz

1) Which Michael Moore book 
spent 50 consecutive weeks 
on the New York Times 
bestseller list?

2) Which film was the prequel to 
Dumb and Dumber?

3) Which English progressive 
rock band released the album 
Thick as a Brick in 1972?

4) Which Italian word is used in 
music to mean getting softer?

5) Which 2009 crime film 
starred Morgan Freeman, 
Antonio Banderas and Radha 
Mitchell?

21) Which REM album spent 109 
weeks on American album 
charts?

22) Which term describes a dark 
beer made using roasted 
malt or barley, hops, water 
and yeast?

23) Lewis and Harris are part of 
which Scottish island chain?

24) Which 2002 film starred 
Hugh Grant and Toni 
Collette? 

25) What types of boats were 
originally developed by 
Southeast Asian islanders for 
sea travel?

6) Rowan Atkinson starred as 
Inspector Raymond Fowler in 
the British sitcom The Thin Blue 
Line. Who wrote it?

7) Which album was Eminem’s 
major label debut?

8) Where was the 1998 film The 
Thin Red Line set?

9) In which city was rock band 
Thin Lizzy formed in 1969?

10) In Jaws, what was 23-year-old 
Chrissie Watkins doing when 
she became the shark’s first 
victim? 

11) What is the 4th largest city 
in Sweden?

12) Although it is officially called 
the Boleyn Ground, what is 
the popular name of West 
Ham United’s home?

13) Both Rabbit Is Rich (1981) 
and Rabbit At Rest (1990) 
received the Pulitzer Prize.  
Which American author 
wrote them?

14) Westlife and Billy Joel both 
had a UK number 1 hit with 
which song?

15) In various sports a high 
short punt onto or behind 
the defending team might 
be called a bomb, a 
Garryowen or what other 
term?

16) Which writer’s first full-length 
work was Down and Out in 
Paris and London?

17) Who recorded the single 
Down Under?

18) What was the name of the 
1986 film that starred Nick 
Nolte, Bette Midler and 
Richard Dreyfuss?

19) “Down the Rabbit Hole” is 
the title of the first chapter in 

26)

27)

28)

29)

30)

Thick

Thin

Up

Down

Out

World Leaders  
The Eyes Have It!

Pub Quiz Answers
1) Stupid White Men...and Other Sorry Excuses for the State of the Nation! 
2) Dumb and Dumberer: When Harry Met Lloyd 3) Jethro Tull 4) Diminuendo  
5) Thick as Thieves  6) Ben Elton 7) The Slim Shady LP 8) Solomon Islands 
9) Dublin 10) Skinny Dipping 11) Uppsala  12) Upton Park 13) John Updike 
14) Uptown Girl 15)Up and Under 16) George Orwell 17) Men at Work 18) 
Down and Out in Beverley Hills 19) Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 20) 
Hampshire, West Sussex and East Sussex 21) Out of Time 22) Stout 23) 
Outer Hebrides 24) About a Boy 25) Outrigger (canoes) 26) Nicolas Sarkozy 
27) Mummar Gaddafi 28) Angela Merkel 29) Julia Gillard 30) Hugo Chávez

which novel?
20) The South Downs National 

Park in England is part of 
which three counties?
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