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Dancenter - Photos by Nguyen An Vinh
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3 Thang 2	  D1
Alexandre de Rhodes	  C4
Ba Huyen Thanh Quan    C1, C2, D2, D3
Ban Co	  D1
Ben Chuong Duong	  E4
Ben Van Don	         E4, E5
Bui Thi Xuan	  D3
Bui Vien	  E3
Cach Mang Thang Tam           C1, D2, D3
Calmette	  E4
Cao Ba Nha	 E3
Cao Thang	                      D1, D2, E2
Chu Manh Trinh	        C4, C5
Co Bac	  E3
Co Giang	  E3
De Tham	  E3
Dien Bien Phu                B4, C3, C2, D1, D2
Dinh Cong Trang	  B3
Dinh Tien Hoang	        B3, B4, C4
Do Quang Dau	  E3
Do Thanh	  D1
Doan Nhu Hai	  E5
Doan Van Bo	           E4, E5
Dong Du	  D5
Dong Khoi	                    C4, D4, D5
Hai Cua	  B5
Huynh Tinh Cua	  B2
Huynh Van Banh	  B1
Khanh Hoi	  E4
Ky Con	                  B3, C3, C4, D5
Hai Trieu	  C5
Ham Nghi	                         D4, C5
Han Thuyen	 C4
Ho Hao Hon	  E3
Ho Huan Nghiep	  D5
Ho Tung Mau	           D4, D5
Ho Xuan Huong	          C3, D2
Hoa Hung	  B1
Hoang Dieu	                     E4, E5
Hung Vuong	  E1
Huyen Tran Cong Chua	  D3
Huynh Man Dat	  B5
Huynh Thuc Khang	  D4
Ky Dong	                       C1, C2
Le Cong Kieu	  D4
Le Duan	                     C4, C5
Le Hong Phong	  D1
Le Lai	                C3, C4, D3
Le Loi	  D4
Le Quoc Hung	          E4, E5
Le Quy Don	 C3
Le Thanh Ton          C4, C5, D3, D4
Le Thi Hong Gam        D4, E3, E4
Le Thi Rieng	 D3
Le Van Phuc	  B3
Le Van Sy	                  C1, C2
Luong Huu Khanh	         D2, E2
Luu Van Lang	  D4
Ly Chinh Thang	         B2, C2
Ly Thai To	  E1
Ly Tu Trong	         C4, C5, D4, D5
Mac Dinh Chi	      B3, C4
Mac Thi Buoi	  D5
Mai Thi Luu	  B4
Mai Van Ngoc	  B1
Me Linh	  B5
Nam Ky Khoi Nghia         B2, C2, C3, D4, E4
Ngo Duc Ke	 D5
Ngo Thoi Nhiem	          C2, D2
Ngo Van Nam	  C5
Nguyen Binh Khiem	     B4, B5, C5
Nguyen Cong Tru	  E4
Nguyen Cu Trinh	           E2, E3
Nguyen Dinh Chieu         B4, C3, C4, D1, D2, D3
Nguyen Dinh Chinh	  B1

Nguyen Du	                    C4, D3, D4
Nguyen Hai Tu	  B4
Nguyen Hue	        D4, D5
Nguyen Huu Canh	  B2
Nguyen Huu Canh	  C5
Nguyen Huu Cau	  B3
Nguyen Khac Nhu	  E3
Nguyen Khoai	  F3
Nguyen Ngoc Phuong	  B5
Nguyen Phi Khanh	  B3
Nguyen Sieu	       C5, D5
Nguyen Son Ha	  D2 
Nguyen Tat Thanh	  E5
Nguyen Thai Binh	          D4, E4
Nguyen Thai Hoc	    D3, E3, E4
Nguyen Thi Dieu	           D2, D3
Nguyen Thien Thuat	      D1, E1, E2
Nguyen Thong	      C1, C2, D2
Nguyen Thuong Hien	  D2
Nguyen Trai	                          D3, E2
Nguyen Trung Ngan	            C5
Nguyen Trung Truc	  D4
Nguyen Truong To	         E4, E5
Nguyen Van Cu	  E2
Nguyen Van Hai	  B3
Nguyen Van Lac	  B5
Nguyen Van Thu	       B4, C3, C4
Nguyen Van Troi	  B1
Pasteur	                   C2, C3, C4, D4
Pham Hong Thai	          D2, D3
Pham Ngoc Thach	  C3
Pham Ngu Lao	     D3, D4, E3
Pham Viet Chanh	  B5
Pham Viet Chanh	  E2
Phan Dinh Phung	  B2
Phan Ke Binh	  B4
Phan Van Han	         B4, B5
Pho Duc Chinh	         D4, E4
Phung Khac Khoan	         C3, C4
Suong Nguyet Anh	         D2, D3
Tan Vinh	  E4
Thach Thi Thanh	  B3
Thai Van Lung	  C5
Thi Sach	  C5
Thu Khoa Huan	  D4
Ton Duc Thang              C5, D4, D5, E4
Ton That Dam	  D4
Ton That Thiep	  D4
Ton That Tung	         D2, D3
Tran Binh Trong	  E1
Tran Canh Chan	  E2
Tran Cao Van	  C4
Tran Dinh Xu	         E2, E3
Tran Hung Dao	    D4, E2, E3
Tran Khac Chan	  B3
Tran Khanh Du	         B2, B3
Tran Minh Quyen	  D1
Tran Minh Quyen	  C1
Tran Nhan Ton	  E1
Tran Nhat Duat	  B3
Tran Phu	  E1
Tran Quang Dieu	         B1, B2
Tran Quang Khai	         B3, B2
Tran Quoc Thao	         C2, C3
Tran Quoc Toan	    B2, B3, B2
Tran Van Dang	         C1, C2
Truong Chinh	  C3
Truong Dinh	                        C2, D3
Tu Xuong	                 C2, C3, D2
Vinh Khanh	                     E4, E5
Vo Thi Sau	              B3, C2, C3
Vo Van Tan	               C3, D2, D3
Vuon Chuoi	 D2
Xo Viet Nghe Tinh	      B4, B5
Yersin	  E4
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4th Floor ONG&ONG Building
159 Phan Xich Long St

Ward 7, Phu Nhuan District
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boxoffice

Something Borrowed Transformers: Dark 
of the Moon (3D)

The Smurfs The Tree of Life

Opening Dates
CINEMAS

G: Galaxy 
www.galaxycine.vn

M: Megastar  
www.megastarmedia.net

T: Thang Long  
www.giaitrithanglong.com/cinema

The information on this page was 
correct at the time of printing. Check 
cinema websites for screenings.

The Smurfs (July 29)   
Something Borrowed (July 15)    
Cars 2  (July 15)    
Transformers: Dark of the Moon (3D)  (July 1)    
The Tree of Life (July 8)   

Something Borrowed (July 15) 
Cars 2 (3D)  (July 15) 

Something Borrowed (July 15)  
Mr Popper's Penguins (July 22) 

Rachel (Ginnifer Goodwin) is an 
attorney at a New York law firm, 
a generous and loyal friend, and, 
very single. But after celebrat-
ing her 30th birthday, perpetual 
good girl Rachel unexpectedly 
ends up in the arms of the guy 
she's had a crush on since law 
school, Dex (Colin Egglesfield). 
The only problem: he’s her best 
friend Darcy's (Kate Hudson) 
fiancé. In the weeks leading 
up to Darcy's wedding, Rachel 
finds herself in an impossible 
situation, caught between her 
treasured friendship with Darcy 
and the love of her life. 

In the third instalment of the 
Transformers’ series, Optimus 
Prime leads Autobots Bumble-
bee, Ratchet, Ironhide and Side-
swipe in to battle against the 
evil Decepticons who are look-
ing to avenge the defeat they 
suffered in the last film. Dark of 
the Moon has the Autobots and 
Decepticons involved in a peril-
ous space race between the US 
and Russia and yet again Sam 
Witwicky comes to the aid of his 
robot friends. New characters 
make an appearance including a 
villain called Shockwave. 

The Smurfs are making their 
first 3D trip to the big screen, 
which is sure to please those 
who loved the tiny blue crea-
tures as children. When the 
evil wizard Gargamel chases 
the Smurfs out of their village, 
they tumble from their magical 
world and on to Earth—in fact, 
smack bang in the middle of 
Central Park, New York City. 
Stuck in the Big Apple, the 
Smurfs must do everything they 
can to find a way to get back to 
their village before the ruthless 
Gargamel tracks them down.

From the director of The Thin 
Red Line comes The Tree of 
Life—the story of a Midwest-
ern family in the 1950s. The 
film follows the life journey of 
the family’s eldest son, Jack, 
through childhood to adult-
hood as he tries to reconcile 
a complicated relationship 
with his father (Brad Pitt). Jack 
(played as an adult by Sean 
Penn) finds himself a lost soul 
in the modern world, seeking 
answers to the origins and 
meaning of life while question-
ing the existence of faith. 
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bookshelf

The con man figure is a source of great fascination to the 
public—from the charming Frank Abignale Jr in the film Catch 
Me If You Can to the pyramid scheming Bernie Madoff. In The 
Man in the Rockefeller Suit, Mark Seal documents one real-life 
master of the game of winning—and abusing—confidence. 
Christian Karl Gerhartsreiter is a German immigrant who 
assumed a number of cooked-up identities, including Clark 
Rockefeller, supposed member of one of America’s wealthiest 
families. His dauntless bluff, coupled with fabricated idiosyn-
crasies (seemingly too quirky to be untrue!), was enough to 
snag jobs on Wall Street, gain entrance into a world of privi-
lege, and even marry while keeping up the charade. 

Aravind Adiga’s second novel, the follow-up to his 2008 
Man Booker Prize-winning debut The White Tiger, is no 
sophomore slump. Related with flashes of dark humour 
amidst moral reckoning, Last Man in Tower pits retired 
teacher Yogesh Murthy against an ambitious property 
developer. The battleground is a Mumbai apartment block, 
which houses a potpourri of zany tenants. When the de-
veloper offers a financial incentive for moving out, most of 
the inhabitants are eager to accept. Yogesh’s lone mission 
to remain in his home epitomises the struggle between 
an India holding on to its dignity and an India hell-bent on 
economic growth. 

Class structure is deeply engrained into British culture. Owen 
Jones, a young self-declared lefty, looks at the modern work-
ings of class division through the discourse surrounding the 
word ‘chav’, which some claim originated as an abbreviation 
for Council Housed and Violent. Whatever the etymology, the 
term has become a stand in for ‘working class’, argues Jones. 
He sees its usage as a manipulation by the middle and upper 
class to further segregate society—a cultural condemnation 
on those at the ‘bottom rung’, as Britain’s gap between rich 
and poor widens. Jones’s posturing, backed up with research, 
interviews and examples in media and entertainment, provokes 
notions of casual prejudice and its societal impact.

For those who want to read about a woman’s around-the-world 
exploration but seek something less mawkish than Eat Pray 
Love, here is Elisabeth Eaves’ memoir Wanderlust. Rather than 
an ode to the joys of jetsetting, Wanderlust examines the travel 
itch, which Eaves describes as “not a passion for travel exactly; 
it’s something more animal and more fickle—something more 
like lust.” She continues by referencing a quote from Thomas 
Jefferson, “Travelling makes men wiser, but less happy...they 
learn new habits which cannot be gratified when they return 
home.” Though the travel yarns and romantic escapades are 
well told, it is Eaves’ candid attempt to understand her own 
impetuses that drive the story.

The Man in the 
Rockefeller Suit
Mark Seal
Viking

Wanderlust
Elisabeth Eaves
Seal Press

Chavs: The 
Demonization 
of the Working 
Class
Owen Jones
Verso

Last Man in
Tower 
Aravind Adiga
Knopf
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album review by Mai Lynn Miller Nguyen

soundfix

Cults
Cults

Starting off a track with the mus-
ings of Jim Jones, the magnetic 
cult leader who led hundreds to 
their consensual deaths, is a bold 
move. Yet when featured as it 
is on Brooklyn-based duo Cults’ 
‘Go Outside’—muted, fuzzed over 
and barely discernable—it seems 
more like the hint of a sociologi-
cal experiment. As the media and 
blogosphere hype surrounding 
the new group starts to seem, 
well, almost cultish, it appears 
the couple are indeed onto some-
thing. With choruses that are as 
catchy and charismatic as they 
are ethereal, Cults has created 
an album that stands apart from 
the other reverb-laden hipster 
ventures out there. A playful 
sparkle of glockenspiel and singer 
Madeline Follin’s mellifluous 
voice lend many of the songs a 
unique presence, whereas foot-
tapping tributes to 1960s girl 
pop (‘You Know What I Mean’ 
modernises the melody from The 
Supremes’ ‘Where Did Our Love 
Go’) will win over more and more 
disciples.

Danger Mouse & 
Daniele Luppi
Rome
Danger Mouse (née Brian Burton) 
rose to fame by merging bootleg 
samples of Jay Z and the Beatles, 
produced the Gorillaz second 
album Demon Days and topped 
the charts as Gnarls Barkley (a 
collaboration with Cee Lo). But 
perhaps all roads led to Rome, 
the fruition of a five-year long 
project with Italian composer 
Daniele Luppi. The unlikely pair 
of music-makers enlisted another 
unlikely—yet brilliant—twosome 
as vocalists, Jack White and 
Norah Jones. In ‘The Rose With 
A Broken Neck’, the two voices 
intertwine together to create 
a potent drawl, whereas ‘Two 
Against One’ features an earnest 
White alone in his element. A 
dark, atmospheric record, crafted 
by musicians behind iconic 
Italian film scores of the 1960s, 
Rome punctuates a spaghetti 
western quality with eerie instru-
mental interludes. With such a 
distinction from Danger Mouse’s 
previous work, we can only 
wonder, what else does he have 
up his sleeve?

Wild Beasts
Smother

Of all the elements of a song, the 
vocals are most in the spotlight. 
Take Wild Beasts, a British indie 
pop four-piece which coasts on 
the strengths of its main singer, 
Hayden Thorpe. Though bassist 
Tom Fleming also chimes in, it’s 
Thorpe—whose voice flirts with 
Freddie Mercury-sized propor-
tions from a husky, velvet croon 
to a euphoric falsetto—who 
serves as the group’s not-
so-secret weapon. When the 
instrumentation is kept sparse 
and simple the group produces 
pearls like ‘Lion’s Share’, the 
impassioned opener of its third 
album. When the arrangement 
becomes more convoluted, as in 
‘Bed of Nails’, Thorpe’s operatic 
flourishes come off as overbear-
ing. There’s substantial talent 
in each of the band members’ 
abilities, but the key is bring-
ing the elements together with 
grace. Though the vocals may 
receive the most attention, it’s 
the harmonic cooperation be-
tween singer and musicians that 
deserves the kudos. 

Beastie Boys
Hot Sauce 
Committee Part Two
The boys are back. With a music 
career that spans almost three 
decades, Beastie Boys are more 
men than boys, but their music 
retains the same youthful energy 
it’s always had—merely tempered 
with the relaxed confidence and 
agility that come with enduring 
mega-star status. “Just look at 
me / Grandpa been rapping since 
’83,” cracks Adam “Ad-Rock” 
Horovitz on their eighth studio 
album, the follow-up for an ante-
cedent that has yet to be released 
after Adam “MCA” Yauch’s can-
cer diagnosis shelved Part One in 
2009. One unexpected number is 
‘Don’t Play No Game That I Can’t 
Win’, an adept collaboration 
that puts reggae-pop girl wonder 
Santigold in the driver’s seat. 
The other guest star appearance 
is Nas in the hard-hitting ‘Too 
Many Rappers’, but otherwise 
it’s straight up Beastie. Beyond 
comfort food for old fans, the 
album allows a new generation 
of listeners to learn a thing or 
two from these grandfathers of 
hardcore hip-hop.



asialife HCMC 97

this	 last	 title	 artist
week	 week

Official xoneFM Vietnam Top 10

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

1
5
9
3
10
New
Reentry
6
7

8

Edge Of Glory
Smile 
Blow 
Aligator Sky
Nobody’s Perfect 
Down On Me
I’m In To You 
Iridescent
That Should Be Me

Lazy Song 

Lady Gaga 
Avril Lavigne
Ke$ha 
Owl City
Jessie J
Jeremih feat. 50 Cent 
JL feat Lil Wayne 
Linkin Park 
Rascal Flatts feat. 
Justin Bieber 
Bruno Mars

this	 last	 title	 artist
week	 week

US Top 10

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

1
5
4
2
3
8
6
9
7

11

Rolling In The Deep
Give Me Everything 
Lazy Song 
E.T.
Just Can't Get Enough
The Edge Of Glory	
Till The World Ends
The Show Goes On
On The Floor

Party Rock Anthem

Adele	
Pitbull/Ne-Yo 
Bruno Mars
Katy Perry
The Black Eyed Peas
Lady Gaga
Britney Spears
Lupe Fiasco
Jennifer Lopez
feat. Pitbull
LMFAO

LMFAO Feat. Lauren 
Bennet & Goon Rock 
Pitbull feat. Ne-Yo, 
Afrojack & Nayer
Adele
Adele
Jason Derulo
Katy Perry
Havana Brown
Marvin Priest
Stan Walker 
Jessie J

this	 last	 title	 artist
week	 week

UK Top 10

1

2

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

1

2

4
3
5
6
7
8
18
11

Party Rock Anthem

Give Me Everything

Someone Like You
Rolling In The Deep
Don't Wanna Go Home
Last Friday Night (Tgif)
We Run The Night 
Own This Club
Loud	
Nobody's Perfect	

xoneFM top ten endorsed

Marvis Toothpaste
By Frances McInnis 
I have an embarrassing secret: 
I use twelve-dollar toothpaste. 
It is from Italy. It comes in a 
beautifully designed metal tube 
with a fancifully scrolled plastic 
cap. It squeezes out onto my 
toothbrush with a smooth-
ness that I enjoy every time. It 
tastes…it tastes clean.

Up until a year ago, I had 
never thought twice about 
toothpaste; I just threw what-
ever was on sale at the drug-
store into my basket. As long 
as it foamed, was somewhat 
minty and promised to prevent 
cavities, I was happy. 

Then, on a weekend away 
with friends, I noticed a rather 
beautiful tube next to our 
hotel sink. It looked fancy 
and old fashioned. The label 
read “MARVIS”. It belonged 
to a friend who usually knows 
about these sorts of things, 
and she insisted I try it. I was 
dubious but she was so con-
vinced of its merits, she gave 
me a tube to test.

By the time my freebie tube 
ran out, I was hooked. I ran 
around New York trying to find 
somewhere that stocked the 
brand and finally found it in 
one of those fancy drugstores 
that advertise themselves as 
‘apothecaries’. Twelve bucks. 
I winced and forked up the 
money. 

Marvis is worth its ludicrous 
price. You see, those clever 
Italian toothpaste makers 
have taken the time to perfect 

several innovative flavour com-
binations, much like the best 
perfumers or chocolatiers. Jas-
mine mint is surprisingly floral, 
while ginger mint has a spicy 
finish. The company even 
partnered with licorice-maker 
Amarelli to produce a flavour. 
I’ve tried five of the seven, 
but am particularly partial to 
the classic strong mint—a 
robust peppermint that foams 
beautifully.

Since moving to HCM 
City, it’s been even more of 
a struggle to keep myself in 
Marvis. I’ve resorted to bribing 
friends to bring a tube or two 
when they visit. Every time 
we visit a city on vacation, my 
boyfriend and I spend at least 
an hour tramping around to 
specialty shops and drug-
stores. I’ve learned how to say 
‘toothpaste’ in several different 
languages.

I’ve also become a prosely-
tiser for the brand, turning sev-
eral other family members and 
friends into devotees. My boy-
friend says he gets excited to 
brush his teeth every morning, 
and refuses to use anything 
else. My sister and her fiancé 
got hooked when they stayed 
with us. For their wedding, we 
gave her and my new brother-
in-law a box stacked full with 
tubes of Marvis. Really. 

So yes, I hate myself a little 
for using a ridiculously-priced 
product. But, God, I love that 
toothpaste. 
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Money back on your flights
Yapta.com
With the way that airfares fluctuate online, it’s a full-time job trying to decide the 
most strategic time to purchase a flight. The solution? Enter your destination 
and dates you want to fly, and Yapta will track online airfares for you, shooting 
you an email the second prices drop into your budget. 

You can also set up price trackers for tickets you’ve already purchased as 
most airlines offer a refund or give travel credit (minus a change fee) if you find 
your flight for cheaper. If Yapta finds a lower fare it will let you know that you’re 
eligible for a refund and send along the instructions for collecting it. 

Saving the world, one room at a time
ApartmentTherapy.com
You've been warned: clicking on to Apartment Therapy’s homepage will im-
mediately result in dissatisfaction with your current decor. The site is packed 
with photos of Zen-like lofts, eclectic apartments, and exquisite small spaces. 
You’ll also find articles about apartment makeovers and decorating trends, 
and classified ads for furnishings. The house tour section is a highlight; there’s 
a bit of a snooper’s thrill in seeing how people decorate their spaces, and the 
homeowners’ explanations are always illuminating. The owners also provide a 
full list of the paint shades and furniture used, meaning that you actually can 
replicate looks you like. So go forth and decorate!

Making the Third Reich even more 
detestable
HipsterHitler.com
A brilliant web comic whose premise is enough to elicit a chuckle, Hipster Hitler 
recasts history’s most reviled figure as one of modern society’s most reviled 
stereotypes. In this beautifully drawn but imprecise version of history, Hitler 
is an ironic-glasses-wearing hipster with failed artistic aspirations. He sports 
T-shirts bearing slogans like “Back To the Fuhrer” and “Save the Panzer”, and 
interacts moodily with Churchill, Mussolini and “Broseph Stalin”. Satirising both 
hipster culture and the Third Reich using puns, parody and anachronism, the 
authors say they’re “offering a new way of disliking Hitler and laughing at him by 
highlighting how detestable a person he was”. 
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Foreigners are in for a big shock 
when they first arrive in HCM 
City. It’s noisy, hot and polluted 
and very crowded. Similarly, 
a recent trip to the UK was a 
massive shock to my mum’s 
system—but for almost exactly 
opposite reasons. 

Arriving at Heathrow Airport 
was just the beginning. Mum 
had never been in an airport that 
size. We had to drive for almost 
half an hour in a mini bus just to 
get out of the airport and find a 
place to rent a car. Coming from 
Saigon where there’s barely any 
free space, she couldn’t believe 
it. 

The open road terrified her. 
So used to traffic jams in Saigon 
that make getting up to any sort 
of speed near impossible, the 

pace of our rental car had her 
scared out of her mind. In quiet 
Birmingham, we could easily 
drive 50 miles/hour down a nar-
row lane without worrying about 
oncoming traffic. Not that this 
appeased her concerns any. 

At the same time, Mum was 
impressed with the order on the 
roads. Even in traffic jams, cars 
queued in a straight line, with 
space between each vehicle. 
There was barely any honking 
or screaming. The traffic police 
knew what they were doing. 
There were even announcements 
on the radio telling drivers to 
avoid the jam. Everything was 
so organised—completely unlike 
Vietnam. 

And she absolutely loved the 
scenery. She was amazed at how 

far in front she could see. Our 
trip was during summer and 
the weather was perfect, sunny 
but not too hot. When it rained, 
it was light, not the deluge we 
get when the rainy season hits 
Saigon. 

The hospitality of the Brits 
astounded Mum. There’s a 
Vietnamese saying, pho tinh ang 
le, which means to ignore or be 
rude like the English. Mum had 
grown up believing this was true 
of all British people (excluding, 
of course, my English husband 
and his family!). But, to her sur-
prise, everyone was so friendly 
and welcoming. They would 
smile at her or even say hello as 
they passed on the street. 

Definitely not a case of pho 
tinh ang le, at all. 

On a trip to the UK, Nguyen Kim Hanh’s mother Nguyen Ngoc Loan 
experienced some serious culture shock. Photos by Jonny Edbrooke.
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THE TWO OF US

Thao Jamey

A twist of fate—and a Coors Light event—brought Thao and Jamey 
Hadden together. They share their story with Frances McInnis.

I always wanted to have for-
eign friends to speak English 
with, because I taught myself 
English. I simply thought he 
was just a friend. Our first real 
date, we were in a bar, it was 
kind of dark. I brought $100 
with me, just in case—what I 
thought was, well, if I don’t 
like that guy and I have to pay 
for my meals, I’ll put down 
$100 in front of him. That’ll 
show him, don’t underesti-
mate me! It’s silly now. I also 
Googled his name on the inter-
net, to make sure he wasn’t a 
mugger!

We were talking about our 
lives and I added up all the 
numbers for the first time, and 
I thought, “He’s 44. That’s 
unbelievable!”.  I’m bad at 
numbers, so I thought I must 
have made a mistake. The 

next time, I added them up 
again, and he really was 44. 
He’s always looked younger.  
[To Jamey]: I never told you 
that but I did check on your 
passport later!

I got lots of pressure from 
my family about weddings 
and marriage—it was really 
tiresome. To me, marriage was 
something that’s really big and 
scary, until Jamey’s proposal.  
We were in Hong Kong and I 
was crying and laughing for 
10 minutes without answering 
the question! But I took the 
ring and put it on my finger. 

We have lots of good 
memories. The things I love 
about Jamey—there are lots of 
them. He’s smart. Fun to be 
with, he’s a good person. And 
I love him because he loves 
me too! 

It started off with a friend asking, 
“Dude do you think you can act 
like an American who likes to 
drink beer? You get paid for it.” 
That was right up my alley. It 
was for the Coors Light launch, 
about five years ago. I agreed 
and we got all suited up in our 
custom-made Silver Bullet outfits, 
about eight of us Americans and 
New Zealanders. The bar was 
huge—they had one gigantic bar 
in the middle, filled with girls in 
Silver Bullet outfits. Because I had 
just gotten to Vietnam, and I was 
a low man on the totem pole, I 
got sent to a satellite bar. The joke 
was on them because they busted 
their asses popping beers, but no 
one came to my bar and I hung 
out with my two bar backs. That 
was the first time I met my wife. 

Thao was working as a promo-
girl for the beer company while 

she went to school. In her Silver 
Bullet outfit, she wasn’t wearing 
her glasses. Later, when we went 
out on a date, she had no idea 
what I looked like! She was just 
praying there weren’t too many 
white guys at the bar so she could 
figure it out. 

The plan was to ask her to 
marry me in Hong Kong, on this 
boat—it was the champagne 
cruise. But we almost threw up, 
it was really rough. We were just 
holding on the whole time. So 
I waited and did it in the hotel 
later. 

I love Thao for her capacity to 
love me.  I always thought you 
had to love someone for what 
they were—smart, attractive, 
the qualities they have.  No, it’s 
how much they love you. That 
was what was different with her. 
That’s what made the difference.
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I came to Saigon the first time 
as a backpacker in April 2010. 
On my last night in Saigon me 
and the girls visited Apocalypse 
Now. I was ordering a mojito 
when this guy, David, comes 
over to talk. We ended up talk-
ing the whole night. (He later 
told me he’d been trying to pick 
me up.) 

I find out that he’s an Aus-
tralian living and working in 
Saigon. He drives me back to 
my hostel on Pham Ngu Lao but 
stops by the Saigon River, where 
a man sells us a live pigeon 
in a plastic bag for $1. What a 
bargain! When David drops me 
off at my hotel, he gives me his 
card. 

I’m meant to go to Mui Ne the 
next morning, but I follow my 
feelings and decide to stay behind 
in Saigon. I want to see David 

again. After all, we have a pigeon 
that needs both its parents. 

I send him a text to come to 
the address where he dropped 
a Norwegian girl the previous 
night. He replies, “Who is this?” 
How many Norwegian girls did 
he drop off that night? But he 
still shows up. 

We spend the day together 
doing lame romantic stuff like 
visiting the zoo and going for 
a boat ride on the Saigon River. 
At the end of the day we say 
goodbye, and as I’m about to 
head off to see more of Vietnam, 
I am sure I will never see him 
again. How wrong I was. 

The following weekend he 
flew to see me in Nha Trang. He 
taught me how to ride a motor-
bike, and we rode together to a 
waterfall for a swim. We stayed 
together in the hotel and joked 

that we had moved in together 
already. We weren’t sure if we’d 
see each other again, so we were 
totally open with one another. 

When the weekend ended 
I went to Dalat and he went 
back to Saigon. I told him I was 
planning on going to Hoi An the 
following weekend. Again, he 
came! He told me he loved Hoi 
An and wanted to see it once 
more, but I knew the truth—it 
was me he wanted to see! 

The week after he broke his 
finger playing Australian footy. 
I was going to China, so it was 
getting unlikely that we would 
ever meet again. But yet again, 
he showed up in Hanoi with a 
broken finger, and together we 
rode to Nim Binh. 

After my Asia adventures 
I was planning on cycling in 
France. To my surprise, David 

wanted to join me! I landed in 
Paris in June, and walked to 
my hostel. In the street I could 
see this tall Australian guy. My 
heart jumped when I realised it 
was David. There and then I rea-
lised I loved him. Here he was, 
in France! We had two amazing 
weeks together, and it all ended 
perfectly with him coming to 
Norway with me. 

We both cried when he left 
me at the airport in Norway and 
we agreed that I had to come 
and live in Saigon with him. 
Two months later I moved in 
with him in Saigon. And last 
month, David moved to Nor-
way to be with me. 

This all started in Saigon’s 
sleaziest bar. I was a backpacker, 
he was an expat, I was Norwe-
gian, he was Australian, but we 
fell in love. 
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pub quizpub quiz

1)	July 14th is a national day of 
celebration in what country?

2)	Prince Charles married Lady 
Diana Spencer on the 29th of 
July in what year?

3) What event takes place every 
July in Pamplona?

4)	Who directed “Born on the 
Fourth of July”?

5) According to tradition, the 
weather on the 15th of July will 
continue for 40 days. Which 
saint is this day named after?

16) Where are the Glasshouse 
Mountains?

17) What country’s name 
translates as lion mountains?

18) Which mountains separate 
Europe from Asia?

19) Over which mountains does 
the Chinook blow?

20) In which country would 
you find the Laurentian 
Mountains?

6)	Which 1975 film tells the story 
of a bank robbery to fund sex 
reassignment surgery?

7)	What title was given to the 
leader of the Most Serene 
Republic of Venice for over a 
thousand years?

8)	Which long-running TV 
character has an invisible dog 
named Billy?

9)	“In Hong Kong, they strike a 
gong, and fire off a noonday 
gun/To reprimand each inmate 
who's in late” is from which 
1930s song?

10) In “The Magic Roundabout”, 
what is the name of the dog?

11) Which queen “survived” 
Henry VIII?

12)	 Which mathematician is 
attributed with inventing the 
cat flap?

13) In which autonomous 
community is Barcelona? 

14) Holden Caulfield is the 
protagonist in which novel?

15) Which motorcycle 
manufacturer was founded 
in 1926 in Bologna, Italy?

26)

27)

28)

29)

30)

July

Dogs

Cats

Name the Movie Titles

Valleys

Pub Quiz Answers
1) France 2) 1981 3) The Running of the Bulls 4) Oliver Stone 5) St Swithin’s 
Day 6) Dog Day Afternoon 7) Doge 8) Howling Mad Murdock 9) Mad Dogs 
and Englishmen 10) Dougal 11) Catherine Parr 12) Isaac Newton 13) Catalonia 
14) The Catcher in the Rye 15) Ducati 16) Queensland (North of Brisbane) 17) 
Sierra Leone 18) The Urals 19) The Rockies 20) Canada 21) The valley of the 
shadow of death 22) Egypt 23) Hong Kong 24) The Skids 25) The USA 26) 
Beetlejuice 27) Blazing Saddles 28) Raiders of the Lost Ark 29) Silence of the 
Lambs 30) A Clockwork Orange

Mountains

21) Which valley from Psalm 23 
features in the first line of 
“Gangsta’s Paradise”?

22) In which country is The 
Valley of the Kings?

23) Where is the Happy Valley 
racecourse?

24)	Which band had a 1979 top 
ten hit with “Into the Valley”? 

25) In which country is the 
Napa Valley wine growing 
region?
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