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3 Thang 2	  D1
Alexandre de Rhodes	  C4
Ba Huyen Thanh Quan    C1, C2, D2, D3
Ban Co	  D1
Ben Chuong Duong	  E4
Ben Van Don	         E4, E5
Bui Thi Xuan	  D3
Bui Vien	  E3
Cach Mang Thang Tam           C1, D2, D3
Calmette	  E4
Cao Ba Nha	 E3
Cao Thang	                      D1, D2, E2
Chu Manh Trinh	        C4, C5
Co Bac	  E3
Co Giang	  E3
De Tham	  E3
Dien Bien Phu                B4, C3, C2, D1, D2
Dinh Cong Trang	  B3
Dinh Tien Hoang	        B3, B4, C4
Do Quang Dau	  E3
Do Thanh	  D1
Doan Nhu Hai	  E5
Doan Van Bo	           E4, E5
Dong Du	  D5
Dong Khoi	                    C4, D4, D5
Hai Cua	  B5
Huynh Tinh Cua	  B2
Huynh Van Banh	  B1
Khanh Hoi	  E4
Ky Con	                  B3, C3, C4, D5
Hai Trieu	  C5
Ham Nghi	                         D4, C5
Han Thuyen	 C4
Ho Hao Hon	  E3
Ho Huan Nghiep	  D5
Ho Tung Mau	           D4, D5
Ho Xuan Huong	          C3, D2
Hoa Hung	  B1
Hoang Dieu	                     E4, E5
Hung Vuong	  E1
Huyen Tran Cong Chua	  D3
Huynh Man Dat	  B5
Huynh Thuc Khang	  D4
Ky Dong	                       C1, C2
Le Cong Kieu	  D4
Le Duan	                     C4, C5
Le Hong Phong	  D1
Le Lai	                C3, C4, D3
Le Loi	  D4
Le Quoc Hung	          E4, E5
Le Quy Don	 C3
Le Thanh Ton          C4, C5, D3, D4
Le Thi Hong Gam        D4, E3, E4
Le Thi Rieng	 D3
Le Van Phuc	  B3
Le Van Sy	                  C1, C2
Luong Huu Khanh	         D2, E2
Luu Van Lang	  D4
Ly Chinh Thang	         B2, C2
Ly Thai To	  E1
Ly Tu Trong	         C4, C5, D4, D5
Mac Dinh Chi	      B3, C4
Mac Thi Buoi	  D5
Mai Thi Luu	  B4
Mai Van Ngoc	  B1
Me Linh	  B5
Nam Ky Khoi Nghia         B2, C2, C3, D4, E4
Ngo Duc Ke	 D5
Ngo Thoi Nhiem	          C2, D2
Ngo Van Nam	  C5
Nguyen Binh Khiem	     B4, B5, C5
Nguyen Cong Tru	  E4
Nguyen Cu Trinh	           E2, E3
Nguyen Dinh Chieu         B4, C3, C4, D1, D2, D3
Nguyen Dinh Chinh	  B1

Nguyen Du	                    C4, D3, D4
Nguyen Hai Tu	  B4
Nguyen Hue	        D4, D5
Nguyen Huu Canh	  B2
Nguyen Huu Canh	  C5
Nguyen Huu Cau	  B3
Nguyen Khac Nhu	  E3
Nguyen Khoai	  F3
Nguyen Ngoc Phuong	  B5
Nguyen Phi Khanh	  B3
Nguyen Sieu	       C5, D5
Nguyen Son Ha	  D2 
Nguyen Tat Thanh	  E5
Nguyen Thai Binh	          D4, E4
Nguyen Thai Hoc	    D3, E3, E4
Nguyen Thi Dieu	           D2, D3
Nguyen Thien Thuat	      D1, E1, E2
Nguyen Thong	      C1, C2, D2
Nguyen Thuong Hien	  D2
Nguyen Trai	                          D3, E2
Nguyen Trung Ngan	            C5
Nguyen Trung Truc	  D4
Nguyen Truong To	         E4, E5
Nguyen Van Cu	  E2
Nguyen Van Hai	  B3
Nguyen Van Lac	  B5
Nguyen Van Thu	       B4, C3, C4
Nguyen Van Troi	  B1
Pasteur	                   C2, C3, C4, D4
Pham Hong Thai	          D2, D3
Pham Ngoc Thach	  C3
Pham Ngu Lao	     D3, D4, E3
Pham Viet Chanh	  B5
Pham Viet Chanh	  E2
Phan Dinh Phung	  B2
Phan Ke Binh	  B4
Phan Van Han	         B4, B5
Pho Duc Chinh	         D4, E4
Phung Khac Khoan	         C3, C4
Suong Nguyet Anh	         D2, D3
Tan Vinh	  E4
Thach Thi Thanh	  B3
Thai Van Lung	  C5
Thi Sach	  C5
Thu Khoa Huan	  D4
Ton Duc Thang              C5, D4, D5, E4
Ton That Dam	  D4
Ton That Thiep	  D4
Ton That Tung	         D2, D3
Tran Binh Trong	  E1
Tran Canh Chan	  E2
Tran Cao Van	  C4
Tran Dinh Xu	         E2, E3
Tran Hung Dao	    D4, E2, E3
Tran Khac Chan	  B3
Tran Khanh Du	         B2, B3
Tran Minh Quyen	  D1
Tran Minh Quyen	  C1
Tran Nhan Ton	  E1
Tran Nhat Duat	  B3
Tran Phu	  E1
Tran Quang Dieu	         B1, B2
Tran Quang Khai	         B3, B2
Tran Quoc Thao	         C2, C3
Tran Quoc Toan	    B2, B3, B2
Tran Van Dang	         C1, C2
Truong Chinh	  C3
Truong Dinh	                        C2, D3
Tu Xuong	                 C2, C3, D2
Vinh Khanh	                     E4, E5
Vo Thi Sau	              B3, C2, C3
Vo Van Tan	               C3, D2, D3
Vuon Chuoi	 D2
Xo Viet Nghe Tinh	      B4, B5
Yersin	  E4
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boxoffice

Hanna Bad TeacherSuper 8 Priest (3D) 

Opening Dates

CINEMAS

G: Galaxy 
www.galaxycine.vn

M: Megastar  
www.megastarmedia.net

T: Thang Long  
www.giaitrithanglong.com/cinema

The information on this page was 
correct at the time of printing. Check 
cinema websites for screenings.

Super 8 (June 10)   
Priest (3D) (June 17)    

Kung Fu Panda 2 (3D) (June 1) 
Hanna (June 3)

Bad Teacher  (June 17)
X-Men First Class (June 24)

Teenage girl Hanna (Saoirse Ro-
nan) has the strength, stamina 
and smarts of a soldier. These at-
tributes come from being raised 
by her ex-CIA agent father (Eric 
Bana) in Finland. Hanna has 
been trained to be the perfect 
assassin and when her father 
sends her on a mission she 
must put all she has learned 
to the test. In a film that is part 
mystery/thriller and action/
adventure, Hanna must journey 
across Europe, all the while 
eluding agents sent after her by 
a mysterious intelligence opera-
tive (Cate Blanchett). The closer 
she gets to her target, the more 
questions she has about herself 
and humanity as a whole.

Elizabeth (Cameron Diaz) 
is a bad teacher. She just 
doesn’t give an F. She has a 
potty mouth, and is amazingly 
inappropriate and cruel to her 
students. She’s a drunk, loves 
to get high and is looking for a 
meal ticket to marry so she can 
stop teaching once and for all. 
When her fiancé gives her the 
flick, she starts working towards 
winning over a rich and hand-
some substitute teacher. When 
Elizabeth finds herself fighting 
off the advances of a gym teach-
er, the consequences of her wild 
and outrageous schemes give 
her students, her co-workers, 
and even herself an education 
like no other.

Kept tightly under wraps by 
filmmaker J.J Adams (co-creator 
of Lost) and producer Stephen 
Spielberg, Super 8 is a sci-fi 
film that takes its name from 
a film format used by amateur 
moviemakers in the late 60s. Set 
in Ohio in the summer of 1979, 
a group of friends are making 
their own super 8 movie when 
they witness a catastrophic 
train crash. They quickly begin 
to suspect that it wasn’t an ac-
cident. Unusual disappearances 
ensue and inexplicable events 
begin to take place in town. 
When the local deputy tries to 
uncover the truth, a discovery 
more terrible than imagined 
possible is made. 

Set in an alternate world 
ravaged by centuries of war 
between man and vampires, 
Priest is a post-apocalyptic 
sci-fi thriller. The film centres 
on a legendary warrior priest 
(Paul Bettany) who fought in 
the last Vampire War. When 
vampires abduct his niece, the 
priest breaks his sacred vows, 
and disobeys the church, to 
venture out on a quest to find 
her before she is made into a 
bloodsucker, too. His niece’s 
boyfriend joins him on the 
crusade, as does a former 
warrior priestess (played by 
half Vietnamese actress Maggie 
Q)—a woman who possesses 
otherworldly fighting skills.  
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bookshelf

Taking poetry far from its lofty connotations, Billy Collins pro-
vides his latest collection of poems for everyday reading. Not 
that his colloquial style undermines his grasp of the art form. 
The former Poet Laureate of the United States, Collins is skilled 
at capturing the bittersweet essence of life with hints of humour 
amongst heavy themes. “What do you think of my new glasses 
/ I asked as I stood under a shade tree / Before the joined grave 
of my parents” begins the collection’s lyrical title poem. Some 
may see poetry as a dying art, but Collins helps to keep it alive 
and well in this modern world.       

With the subtitle From Ghosts and Gods to Politics and 
Conspiracies—How We Construct Beliefs and Reinforce Them 
as Truths, The Believing Brain promises to be an enlightening 
read from the outset. If you’ve often wondered why people 
believe the things they do, then this book will help provide 
scientific reasoning to how the believing process operates, 
considering examples in economics, religion, conspiracy 
theories and the supernatural. According to Shermer’s thesis, 
the brain serves as a belief engine, which forms ideas first and 
then creates explanations to validate the beliefs as fact. The 
question is should we believe him?

Whether you know him as Bert in Mary Poppins, Albert Pe-
terson in Bye Bye Birdie, or Rob Petrie in his self-titled 1960s 
sitcom, Dick Van Dyke always relished the value of sparking a 
smile. In his buoyant memoir, Van Dyke brings the lovability and 
entertainment he demonstrated as an actor to the written word. 
Ever boyish, even now at age 85, he hasn’t lost his shtick. It’d 
be hard not to grin while reading over his amiable and candid 
anecdotes about a life lived in full colour. To sum it up in a 
word? Simply supercalifragilisticexpialidocious. 

Another notable work from the author and director of the 2009 
prize-winning film I’ve Loved You So Long. Published in France 
in 2005, Monsieur Linh and His Child is now accessible to 
Anglophones through Euan Cameron’s recent translation. The 
story tells of a friendship between two elderly men, strangers 
who become bound together by shared grief and guilt. Though 
unable to communicate—one is a Frenchman who has just 
lost his wife, the other a newly arrived refugee from Vietnam—
the two explore their pasts to find meaning for the present. 
Maintaining the poetry of the original French version, this edition 
evokes intricate sentiment with grace. 

Horoscopes for 
the Dead: Poems
Billy Collins
Random House

Monsieur Linh 
and His Child 
Philippe Claudel 
MacLehose Press

My Lucky Life In 
and Out of Show 
Business 
Dick Van Dyke
Crown Archetype

The Believing 
Brain 
Michael Shermer
Times Books
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album review by Mai Lynn Miller Nguyen

soundfix

Tyler, The 
Creator 
Goblin
Frontman of the Los Angeles-
based Odd Future Wolf Gang 
Kill Them All artists’ collective, 
Tyler Okonma is swimming in 
the hype surrounding his second 
full-length album—released on 
major label XL Records. They 
specialise in hip-hop, as well as 
a truly adolescent lifestyle (see 
Odd Future blog’s snapshots of 
kids skateboarding, partying, 
and having fun in general). Yet 
despite his geeky appearance 
and purported teetotaller ways, 
the often violent content and lan-
guage of Tyler’s work is bound 
to polarise listeners—the “Kill 
people, burn sh**, fu** school” 
chant of 'Radicals' is relatively 
light material compared to the 
rest. Reactions so far have been 
reminiscent of when Eminem’s 
early albums came out, some 
may find the vitriol cause for 
dismissal, others might just look 
past it, and a few will embrace it 
as candid self-expression. As you 
listen to the 20-year-old’s music, 
you feel there’s a sensitive kid in 
there somewhere, churning with 
contradictions and confusion. 
On the intro track, 'Goblin', he 
says, “Can’t they just be happy 
for me, like a kid with nothin’ 
living out his dreams? Why they 
gotta fu**in’ hate?”

The Weeknd
House of Balloons

Considered the music capital 
of Canada, Toronto (known as 
the T-Dot by locals) seems to 
be a hotbed of talent. Never 
mind Drake who transcended 
from Degrassi: The Next Gen-
eration to become a big name 
in commercial hip hop, The 
Weeknd is the latest reason to 
check out what’s coming out 
of the T-Dot. The Weeknd is 
20-year-old Abel Tesfaye, an 
R&B artist who pumps out 
prime make-out songs. Slow, 
sensual and perfect for seduc-
tion, 'The Morning' sounds 
like the work of a younger 
version of Barry White—okay, 
Tesfaye’s vocals may sound 
nothing like throaty White, but 
he captures the feeling. 'The 
Party & The After Party' is 
textured with a fuzzy back-
ground, moans and a sample 
from indie group Beach House. 
Released for free download on 
the-weekend.com, House of Bal-
loons is but the first of a trilogy, 
so expect more to come later 
this year.

Cat’s Eyes
Cat’s Eyes

Side projects are often dubious 
affairs, mere indulgences for a 
band member to explore a dif-
ferent avenue but clearly some-
thing that should be left on the 
side. Not so for Faris Badwin, 
singer of The Horrors. His col-
laboration with Rachel Zeffira, a 
Canadian opera singer, deserves 
some spotlight. The two pair up 
for a tribute to 1960s girl groups, 
twisted up with Badwin’s gothic 
sensibilities. Zeffira gives off a 
breathy hint of Jane Birkin and 
Lesley Gore ('I’m Not Stupid' is 
exquisite retro), whereas Badwin 
evokes a narcotised David 
Bowie. The album features 
lush, cinematic orchestrations, 
especially as heard in 'The Lull' 
and 'I Knew It Was Over', sung 
in Badwin’s choir boy croon for 
a hymnlike effect—which per-
haps makes sense, as the duo’s 
debut performance took place 
at St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican 
City. It all comes together for 
something strangely beautiful. 
At just under 30 minutes in total 
length, the album is shorter than 
the average record, but a fine 
example of that old adage: qual-
ity, not quantity. 

Katy B
On A Mission

Entry into the BRIT School, a 
free performing arts high school, 
may not exactly be a golden 
ticket to fame, but it’s at least a 
lottery ticket with some pretty 
good odds. The BRIT School 
counts graduates topping BBC’s 
influential Sound of 2011 poll 
(Jamie Woon and Jessie J) as well 
as those who regularly conquer 
the Top 40 (Leona Lewis, Adele 
and Amy Winehouse). Katy B, 
née Kathleen Brien, is one of the 
former group. The 21-year-old’s 
debut album is enjoying notable 
critical and commercial success 
in the UK and making some 
headway crossing the Atlantic 
to the US market. On A Mission, 
made with a hand from dubstep 
producer Benga, is a club smash 
for a reason, but tracks such as 
'Why You Always Here' and 
'Movement'—in which she 
sounds like a female version of 
slick Jamiroquai—prove she’s 
more than a one hit wonder. Her 
years spent studying in Croyden 
can be heard in her sound, with 
accents of UK Garage, and in the 
soulful acrobatics of her voice. 
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this	 last	 title	 artist
week	 week

Official xoneFM Vietnam Top 10

1
2
3
4

5
6
7
8

9
10

1
New
6
2

4
5
3
Reentry

Reentry
New

Lazy Song
Smile 
Burning in the Skies 
I Need a Doctor 

Just Can't Get Enough 
Alligator Sky 
Blow 
That Should Be Me 

Till the World Ends 
Uncharted  

Bruno Mars 
Avril Lavigne
Linkin Park 
Dr. Dre feat. Eminem
& Skylar
Black Eyed Peas
Owl City
Ke$ha
Justin Bieber feat.
Rascal Flatt
Britney Spears
Sara Bareilles 

this	 last	 title	 artist
week	 week

US Top 10

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

10

1
2
4
7
6

5
3
10
9
8

E.T.
Just Can't Get Enough 
Till The World Ends 
Rolling In The Deep 
On The Floor

Blow
S&M
Lazy Song
Written In The Stars
Down On Me

Katy Perry
The Black Eyed Peas
Britney Spears
Adele	
Jennifer Lopez
feat. Pitbull
Ke$Ha
Rihanna
Bruno Mars
Tinie Tempah
Jeremih feat. 50 Cent

Pitbull/Ne-Yo
Bruno Mars
Lmfao/Lauren Bennett/
Goonrock
Aloe Blacc
Chris Brown feat. 
Benny

Lady Gaga
David Guetta/Flo Rida/
Minaj
Lady Gaga 
Snoop Dogg
Jennifer Lopez Feat 
Pitbull

this	 last	 title	 artist
week	 week

UK Top 10

1
2
3

4
5

6
7

8
9

10

4
1
2
9

5

6
3
11

8
7

Give Me Everything
The Lazy Song
Party Rock Anthem

I Need A Dollar
Beautiful People 
Benassi
The Edge Of Glory
Where Them Girls At

Judas
Sweat
On The Floor

xoneFM top ten endorsed

The United States of Tara
By Beth Young 
Meet Tara Gregson (Toni Col-
lette): a mother-of-two and 
part-time artist who lives in 
Kansas with her devoted and 
laid-back husband Max (John 
Corbette). But to know Tara is 
to know her alter-egos: chain-
smoking, gun-toting Vietnam 
vet Buck, apron-wearing 
homemaker Alice and the 
highly-sexed and inappropriate 
teen named ‘T’. For Tara suf-
fers from dissociative identity 
disorder (DID). In other words, 
she has multiple personalities.  

Now in its third season, 
The United States of Tara can 
be funny—hilarious even. But 
more often than not it’s sad as 
writer Cody Diablo (creator of 
Juno) and executive producer 
Steven Spielberg unveil Tara’s 
many layers. 

In the first season we find 
out that Tara has recently 
stopped taking the medica-
tion that kept her ‘alters’ at 
bay. This is at her therapist’s 
suggestion who believes Buck, 
Alice and T might provide Tara 
with an insight into why her 
personality split.

Stressful situations trigger 
Tara’s transitions. For example, 
a forgotten bake sale at her 

kids’ school forces Betty 
Crocker-like Alice out. When 
she comes across her daugh-
ter being pushed around by 
her boyfriend, Buck makes an 
appearance. A brawl ensues 
but it’s Tara who’s left with the 
black eye and the questions 
when she becomes herself 
again. 

Collette’s talent as an 
actress has never been clearer. 
She transforms effortlessly into 
each character. You know the 
transition’s about to take place 
when she closes her eyes and 
breathes in deeply. When her 
eyes snap open she’s a com-
pletely different person. 

If it’s T she immediately strips 
off her ‘mum’ clothes and raids 
her daughter Kate’s closet. As 
Buck she quickly pulls her long 
hair into a ponytail and stuffs 
it beneath a cap. Alice dons a 
vintage number, stat. 

Throughout the first and 
second series the alters hint at 
what made Tara the way she 
is. There’s talk of a high school 
date rape and abuse she suf-
fered as a child. But, like our 
main character, there’s much 
more to find out and several 
more personalities to meet. 
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radar

Abridged Versions
BetterBookTitles.com
There are a shocking number of crap Tumblr blogs out there, but Better 
Book Titles isn’t one of them. Genuinely clever, you’ll wish you’d come up 
with some of these: “My Dad Is Cooler Than Your Dad” for Harper Lee’s To 
Kill A Mockingbird, “Everything Seems OK On Morphine” for Kurt Vonnegut’s 
Slaughterhouse-Five, and “Eat Until You Feel Pretty” for the children’s classic 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar. The site goes beyond mere amusement according 
to founder Dan Wilbur, who claims he can save you hours of laborious page 
turning: “I will cut through all the cryptic crap, and give you the meat of the 
story in one condensed image. Now you can read the greatest literary works of 
all time in mere seconds!” We’re not so sure the authors would agree on that. 

News, At A Glance
Newsmap.jp
A page full of headlines doesn’t sound too thrilling, but this graphic representa-
tion of the news is worth your while. Newsmap fills your browser with squares 
of different sizes and colours, each containing a headline. The colours corre-
spond to the section—world news is red, business is green, sports is blue, and 
so on—while the depth of the colour tells you how old the story is. The best 
part, though, is that the size of the square corresponds to the story’s popularity 
on the web; not only do you see the day’s top stories in a glance, but you also 
get a sense of what kinds of stories people care about. You can also compare 
the results country by country.

Running On Fumes
WalkJogRun.net
With HCM City’s sidewalks being what they are, most of the city’s runners log 
their miles on a treadmill. If you’re looking to escape the gym, though, you 
might start by hitting Walk Jog Run. The site cleverly uses Google Maps to help 
runners create routes and track their distance and pace. Explore where other 
runners near you go by filling in your address to see user-generated routes 
pop up nearby. Or, plan out your own mini-marathon by clicking from point to 
point on the map, and share it with others. Skeptical that anyone would brave 
the motorbikes and heat to run in HCM City? Walk Jog Run already boasts 16 
entries from intrepid city residents, everything from a 19.5 kilometre monster 
along the river to a sedate 3.6 kilometre in District 1. The site is free, but the 
iPhone app will cost you US $2.99.  
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THE TWO OF US

ReganCade

Sports-loving Kiwi brothers Regan and Cade Armstrong are more than 
just siblings—they’re mates. As told to Beth Young.  

Photo by Fred Wissink.

As kids we didn’t fight too 
much. Just sibling rivalry I 
guess, but nothing too major. I 
was quite accident prone when 
I was young. A lot of the ‘ac-
cidents’ tended to involve Cade 
in some way. 

Growing up I thought we 
were really different but now 
I think we’re pretty similar in 
our disposition.  We have pretty 
much the same interests.

Cade is probably a little more 
extroverted, more comfortable 
in a crowd, more comfortable 
around people than I am. I’m 
more introverted, perhaps less 
self-confident than Cade.  

As kids we played cricket 
every night after school, the 
three of us and Dad sometimes 
as well, and whoever we could 
get from the neighbouring 
farms. Mum was and still is a 
keen gardener and we used to 
destroy her garden.

Our relationship has evolved. 
We’ve always been good friends 
and that hasn’t changed, but 
Cade got married and he’s got 
kids so his life has changed a lot 
and I guess our relationship has 
evolved around that. 

Cade and his family being 
here has been really good for 
me. With them in New Zealand 
and me living in Vietnam, I was 
missing out a lot with his kids 
growing up. 

I’m trying to make the most 
of it. I live and work in Binh 
Duong so I come in every week-
end to spend time with them. 

It’ll be interesting when they 
go back to see how I feel. This 
is the closest I’ve been to them 
in a long time. If them leaving 
impacts me a lot, I might have 
to go home. You don’t notice 
how much you miss people 
until you actually have them 
with you.

There’s only two years between 
me and Regan—I’m the eldest. 
We have a younger brother, as 
well. We grew up on a farm at 
the bottom of the south island 
in New Zealand. 

We’re both pretty easygoing, 
but Regan is definitely more 
determined than me. 

We get on better now than 
we ever did as kids. But I think 
that’s true of all adults—you’ve 
got that shared experience as 
young people.

As kids we played a lot of 
sport. I remember Regan and I 
playing rugby in the hallway, 
and he got past me somehow. 
As he went past I grabbed his 
foot and pulled him down and 
he left his two front teeth in the 
wooden floor. I think he was 
seven or eight. 

He got me back, though. 
Later, Regan developed a 
resistance to electric fencing. A 

horse or cattle fence has about 
8000 volts going through it. 
Normally you would grab it 
and it’d really hurt, but Regan 
could control the spasms. 

He would do this and tell 
us it wasn’t on. Then we 
would hop on the fence and 
get shocked. Regan fooled us 
lots of times with that trick. I 
remember one time Dad was 
the first to climb the fence and 
he got an absolute hiding off it. 
He was pretty angry. 

In 2008, my wife and I 
brought our three kids over 
here to visit Regan. He’d been 
living here for a few years. We 
really enjoyed ourselves. Then 
about a year ago Regan sug-
gested we come live here and 
there was no reason not to. 

We’ve been here coming up 
to nine months. The plan at 
the moment is to stay until Tet 
next year. 
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Troi oi! I miss HCM City so 
much. About a year ago I 
moved to Seoul, South Korea 
for a better job. 

Seoul is an interesting place, 
and so different to Saigon. It is 
amazing how the Koreans have 
built up their economy over 
the last fifty years. But despite 
kimchi and K-Pop, I didn’t really 
enjoy living in Korea at all. 

It can be really hard for 
foreigners to acclimate. The lan-
guage barrier and culture gap 
add their own challenges. 

The pressure to be successful 
and to look good is apparent 
everywhere. Apgujeong, where 

I worked, is a plastic surgery 
hub with waiting rooms packed 
full of customers who want to 
look like their favourite Korean 
soap star. 

And on a more serious note, 
there are lots of American 
soldiers at the army base in 
Yongsan. They act as a constant 
reminder of the terrible regime 
that rules North Korea. 
One great thing about Korea: 
you can leave your Iphone at a 
random coffee table in a street 
café and nobody will steal it. 

After living in Seoul for a 
while, I moved to Malaysia. 
Lucky me! Malaysia is quite 

different from Vietnam, but the 
total opposite of Korea. 

It is definitely more laid back. 
Malaysia is multicultural and 
multilingual; it is just diverse in 
all senses. An initial impression 
is that of a peaceful multicul-
tural society where Chinese 
Buddhists and Malay Muslims 
live together peacefully. 

It is not a secular country, 
though. Some might say that 
the great vibe that Kuala Lum-
pur could have cannot develop 
as much due to the obstructive 
religious constraints. 

Working in Malaysia as a for-
eigner is easy. People are used 

to interacting with different 
races and locals are friendly and 
welcoming.

Some say Malaysia is the 
Florida of Asia—maybe even 
better. Tropical islands, rain-
forests, caves, jungle trekking 
and diving, topped with pool 
parties, great food, and the fact 
that it is relatively cheap, make 
it a great country for foreigners 
to visit.

However, one of the best 
things about Malaysia is its 
close proximity to Vietnam.

Hen gap lai my dear ever 
laughing Vietnamese friends! 
Can’t wait to be back!  
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pub quiz

1)	Which teenager helped drive 
the English out of France and 
became a saint in the 20th 
century? 

2)	Who was the Free French 
leader during the Second 
World War?

3) Which French mathematician 
had a computing language 
named after him?

4)	Where in France is the most 
prestigious film festival in the 
world?

5) What is commemorated on 
Bastille Day?

16) What is the hard membrane 
covering the front of your eye 
called?

17) Which colourful lizard 
has eyeballs that work 
independently of each other?

18) The aye aye is a strange 
looking type of lemur. Where 
does it call home?

19) Who sang the theme tune to 
the Bond film Golden Eye?

20)	Which planet appears brightest 
to the naked eye?

6)	What name is given to a frozen 
dessert made from fruit juice?

7)	Which well known fruit juice 
drink brand is the Maori word 
for 'good health'?

8)	Gin, lemon juice, sugar and 
soda water make what cocktail?

9)	Which sci-fi character is 
“actually a journalist from a small 
planet somewhere in the vicinity 
of Betelgeuse”?

10) A Seabreeze contains vodka, 
grapefruit juice and?

11) Coffee originally comes from 
which continent?

12)	 Which country produces the 
most coffee?

13) What colour are coffee 
berries?

14) What in the coffee industry is 
often called the "Swiss water" 
process?

15) How is the Asian Palm Civet 
involved in the production of 
the most expensive coffee in 
the world?

26)

27)

28)

29)

30)

The French Connection

Juicy!

Coffee Break

Hair today, gone tomorrow!

In the Box

Pub Quiz Answers
1) Joan of Arc 2) Charles de Gaulle 3) Blaise Pascal 4) Cannes 5) French 
Revolution 6) Sorbet 7) Kia Ora 8) Tom Collins 9) Ford Prefect 10) Cranberry 
juice 11) Africa 12) Brazil 13) Red 14) The decaffeination process 15) It eats the 
beans and then defecates them! 16) Cornea 17) Chameleon 18) Madagascar 
19) Tina Turner 20) Venus 21) Hope  22) Pole Vaulting 23) Boxer Rebellion 24) 
Pink 25) Microsoft 26) Natalie Portman 27) Jennifer Lopez 28) Angela Merkel 
29) Cameron Diaz 30) Paris Hilton

Eye-eye

21) What was left in Pandora's 
Box after she released misery 
and evil?

22) In which sport would you 

have a Planting Box?
23) What happened in China in 

1899-1901?
24)	In the Mr Men series what 

colour is Mr Chatterbox?
25) Who manufactures the X 

Box?
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